THE HIGH-DEMAND METALS

RARE EARTHS -
EEEEE

Rare earths refer to 17 elements that are abundant in the
Earth’s crust, but whose minable concentrations are less
common than many other minerals. Rare earths are in high
demand because they are critical to U.S. high-tech
innovation, advanced energy and national security.
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HIGH-TECH
INNOVATION ? ? ?

Rare earths make devices
vibrate, light up, and transmit
sound and images. Smart
phones, digital cameras, tablets
and flat-panel displays all ry

contain rare earths.
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ADVANCED

ENERGY

Rare earths are used to
make the permanent
magnets and rechargeable
batteries for hybrid and
electric vehicles. Permanent
magnets containing rare
earths are also used in

o generators for wind turbines.

There are
Priuses on the road

Sl Pere ke of Rare Earths!

NATIONAL
SECURITY e ? ?

Rare earths are used in

many technologies
protecting U.S. troops.
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What does growing demand for rare earths mean for the U.S2

" http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/next/physics/rare-earth-elements-in-cell-phones/
2 http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R41347.pdf MINERALS
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