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A Message from the Executive Director

Dear AMA Members and Friends,
It was such a pleasure on May 10 to say over and over, 
“Happy Alaska Mining Day!”

It’s a good day to reflect on how thankful I am to work in this 
amazing industry, surrounded by amazing people who stand 
together. There are so many immense challenges, and so 
many things we could let frustrate us, but Mining Day is day 
to embrace the amazing, and we so did. Amongst the hugs 
and the toasts, many of us shared the sentiment, “You can 
find something to complain about, but NOT TODAY!”

In 2024, we celebrate 85 years of the Alaska Miners 
Association. Fun fact: our birthday is August 4. For over eight 
decades, which I’m confident feels like several lifetimes to us 
all, we have been committed to Alaska miners and the critical 
role we play in our state and our nation. 

They say love what you do. And I do.

In Alaska, we just do it better.

It is not a story you will hear in traditional media. It doesn’t 
rise to the top of many social media feeds. Sometimes 
it seems we in the industry are the only ones who have 
anything good to say about mining. But the truth matters, 
what we do matters and I really believe it is starting to sink 
in outside of the choir. 

Alaska’s mining industry is among the most careful safe, 
diligent and responsible in the world. Our operations pay 
millions of dollars in annual revenue to state and local 
governments and Alaska Native Corporations, employ tens 
of thousands of workers, and purchase over a billion dollars 
of goods and services from Alaska businesses each year. 

Beyond Alaska, we are producing the critical minerals 
needed for renewable and alternative technologies, 
including the key components of communication and 
military tools to keep America safe. Call it patriotism or 
national pride or duty, but the better we do mining in 
Alaska, the stronger our national economy is. And the 
less dependent we are on countries that don’t share our 
environmental and humanitarian values, and don’t want to 
see Americans prosper. 

Alaska Mining Day puts that on display each year. I was 
absolutely thrilled to see the largest news outlet in Alaska 
post on social media about it and describe mining employees 

around the state as loving their jobs. Our Congressional 
Delegation, Governor, state agencies and partner 
organizations all highlighted Alaska miners and showcased 
our great story: from the minerals, to the land, to the people. 

I am particularly proud that in the last few years, we’ve 
worked hard to develop opportunities to meet face to face 
with real Alaskans and explain what we do. It makes a world 
of difference when we connect with each other, and bring 
new people in to meet the great people of our industry and 
see firsthand the operational excellence and — I cannot 
emphasize this enough — the heart of Alaska mining. 

In this 85th year, you will see AMA and our members continue 
celebrating our successes at great events statewide including 
Juneau Gold Rush Days; meetings at our eight statewide 
branches, events held by our partner organizations, statewide 
Fairs, Alaska Resource Education events; Mining District 
Picnics; MineExpo, and so much more. 

I am overwhelmingly grateful to those of you who not only 
partake in these events, but also make a point to make 
every day feel like Alaska Mining Day. Thank you!

Deantha Skibinski,  
Executive Director

The Alaska Miner is the official journal of the Alaska Miners 
Association, published eight times a year exclusively 
to our members. It is published in partnership with the 
Alaska Miners Association by Fireweed Strategies LLC, 
4849 Potter Crest Circle, Anchorage, AK 99516.
We actively seek contributions from our members and the 
mining industry. Please email story ideas and photos to 
Lee Leschper.

Advertising Rates and New Tips
For advertising information, or to submit news, story ideas 
and photos, call or email Lee Leschper at 907-957-6025 
or Lee.Leschper@FireweedStrategies.com

Alaska Miners Association Staff
Deantha Skibinski, Executive Director
Jennifer Luiten, Membership and Fundraising Director
Carin Currier, Projects & Communications Manager
Darlene Strickland, Bookkeeper/Membership

Executive Board
Lorali Simon, President
Blake Bogart, First Vice President
Houston Morris, Second Vice President
Kim Aasand, Treasurer

Branch Chairmen
Ted Hawley, Anchorage
Ethan Trickey, Denali
Dave Larimer, Fairbanks
Jan Hill, Haines
Jason Hart, Juneau
Houston Morris, Kenai
Ken Hughes, Nome
Robert Fithian, Ketchikan/Prince of Wales

Committee Chairmen
Kevin Adler, Convention
Howard Grey and JP Tangen, Federal Oversight
Mike Satre and Blake Bogart, State Oversight

Follow us anytime:
Online at AlaskaMiners.org
Like us on Facebook at Alaska Miners 
Association
Follow us on Twitter @alaskaminers
Follow us on Instagram @alaska.miners
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Celebrating Alaska Mining Day!
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n Construction Machinery Industrial
n Contango Ore, Inc.
n Denali Industrial Supply, Inc.
n NC Machinery

n Shoreside Petroleum Inc.
n StateFire
n Three Bears Alaska, Inc.
n Usibelli Coal Mine

Thanks to These Generous Sponsors Who Made Mining Day Possible!
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Only pay for the speed you need...
Dynamic Routing!

On time and on budget.
At Lynden, we understand that plans change but deadlines 
don’t. That’s why we proudly offer our exclusive Dynamic 
Routing system. Designed to work around your unique 
requirements, Dynamic Routing allows you to choose 
the mode of transportation – air, sea or land – to control 
the speed of your deliveries so they arrive just as they are 
needed. With Lynden you only pay for the speed you need.

1-888-596-3361   |   www.lynden.com
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AMA and all Alaska’s leading business and resource 
development associations strongly condemn the Biden 
Administration’s unlawful rejection of the essential 
right-of-way permit required for the construction of 
the Ambler Access Road. This marks the second time 
in less than a week that the Department of the Interior 
has brazenly stripped Alaska of its right to responsibly 
develop its natural resources. 

The Alaska Miners Association, Alaska Metal Mines, 
Resource Development Council for Alaska, Alaska 
Chamber, Alaska Support Industry Alliance, Greater 
Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, and Associated 
General Contractors of Alaska are outraged by the 
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) decision to thwart 
the Ambler Road project by blocking access to the area 
— another blatant assault on Alaska’s economy. 

The proposed Ambler Road, a 211-mile controlled 
access route, is critical for reaching the Ambler Mining 
District in northwestern Alaska. This project is pivotal for 
the exploration and development of significant deposits 
of cobalt, germanium, copper, zinc, and other critical 
minerals vital for national defense and renewable energy 
infrastructure, like electric car batteries, windmills, solar 
panels, and other green energy projects the Biden 
Administration claims to support. Moreover, the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) 
expressly and explicitly requires the Department of 
Interior to guarantee access to the Ambler Mining 
District. This means the Administration’s action is illegal. 

“By denying access and the necessary right-of-way 
across federal lands, the BLM’s action essentially 
abandons these critical minerals, undermining not just 
regional economic growth but also national interests,” 
said Deantha Skibinski, executive director of the Alaska 
Miners Association. “This decision exposes a glaring 
hypocrisy: the Biden administration has repeatedly 
acknowledged the need for minerals and has touted 
sourcing them domestically. Unfortunately, it appears 
the Administration is content to rely on cobalt sourced 
through child and slave labor in Africa and China rather 
than supporting ethical, sustainable mineral production 
in Alaska.” 

“We are incensed that the Biden administration has 
blatantly ignored Congress’ mandate in ANILCA that 
access ‘shall’ be provided to the Ambler district in 
Alaska and is once again blocking Alaska’s right to 
develop its resources,” said Leila Kimbrell, executive 
director for the Resource Development Council for 
Alaska. “While this obstructionist stance may curry favor 
with Outside environmentalists, this hurts Alaskans 
by denying thousands of jobs for this region and the 
economic uplift associated with developing new 
infrastructure that an access road would provide, as well 

as development of minerals crucial for reliable energy 
and national security.” 

Karen Matthias, executive director for Alaska Metal 
Mines, expressed strong criticism on behalf of the 
state’s producing mines.

 “The federal government’s refusal to grant access and 
the necessary permits for the Ambler Road is not just a 
denial of Alaska’s development rights—it’s a reckless 
disregard for our national and environmental integrity.” 

“This is a stark betrayal of ethical governance and 
states’ rights,” said Rebecca Logan, CEO of the Alaska 
Support Industry Alliance. “My members represent 
hardworking families who show up every day to grow 
the state’s economy and provide for their families. This 
decision will result in friends and neighbors missing 
out on family-sustaining wages. It also means lost job 
opportunities for Alaskans living in rural areas. It’s no 
wonder the state continues to lose people to the Lower 
48.” 

“The Ambler Road is not just a road; it’s a lifeline for 
economic revival of communities throughout the 
Interior and northwestern Alaska, who face threats to 
their traditional ways of life from unemployment and 
skyrocketing costs of living,” said Kati Capozzi, CEO of 
the Alaska Chamber. “Businesses are made up of real 
people, and in this case, real Alaskans. This decision 
to prevent access to the area is a loss not just for small 
businesses but the employees who work for them.” 

“The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
has long supported responsible natural resource 
development as well as efforts to explore and develop 
rare earth and critical minerals found in Alaska,” said 
Jeremy Johnson, president and CEO of the Fairbanks 
Chamber. “Alaska is in a unique position to contribute 
positively to the green energy needs of the United 
States. Resource development in the U.S. is done to the 
highest environmental and human safely standards. This 
should be lauded and not prohibited.” 

“Alaska employs a world-class construction community 
that now will be left to look for other work, perhaps out-
of-state,” said Alicia Amberg, executive director of the 
Associated General Contractors of Alaska. “The most 
frustrating part is that this decision to deny access to 
the area is that it is clearly politically motivated and so 
unnecessary.” 

This project is expected to generate at least $1.3 
billion in tax and royalty payments to state and local 
governments, over $17 billion in labor income, and 
create upward of 14,000 jobs, fueling vital public 
services like schools, healthcare, and infrastructure for 
Alaska Native people and local communities. That is 
now all at risk. 

Alaska is Biggest Loser in Wake of President Biden’s Ambler Road Decision 
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EVs and UAVs... Laptops and LEDs... Smartphones, solar cells and satellites... 
A revolution in materials science is changing our world. 

Graphite is at the center of that revolution.

Graphite One:  
America’s Complete Advanced Graphite Supply Chain Solution

 

Graphite One
Tech Materials for Global Ingenuity
www.GraphiteOneInc.com

America’s Supply Chain  
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About the Alaska Miners Association 

AMA is a professional membership trade organization 
established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in 
Alaska. AMA’s more than 1,400 members come from 
eight statewide branches: Anchorage, Denali, Fairbanks, 
Haines, Juneau, Kenai, Ketchikan/Prince of Wales, 
and Nome. Alaska’s miners are individual prospectors, 
geologists, engineers, suction dredge miners, small 
family mines, junior mining companies, major mining 
companies, Alaska Native Corporations, and the 
contracting sector that supports Alaska’s mining industry. 

About the Alaska Support Industry Alliance 

The Alaska Support Industry Alliance is a 45-year- old 
professional trade association representing 500 Alaska 
companies with 35,000 employees who provide support 
to the oil, gas, and mining industries in Alaska. 

About the Associated General Contractors of Alaska 

The mission of Associated General Contractors of Alaska 
is to advocate, educate, and promote the construction 
industry in Alaska. 

About Alaska Metal Mines 

Alaska Metal Mines is a professional association 
formed in 1992 to represent Alaska’s large metal mines 
and advanced projects. We work to inspire Alaskans 
to support a growing mining industry that produces 
essential minerals while prioritizing safe operations, 

community partnerships, and environmental protection. 

About the Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. 

RDC is a statewide professional trade association 
comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska’s 
fishing, forestry, mining, oil and gas, and tourism 
industries. RDC’s membership includes Alaska Native 
corporations, local communities, government entities, 
organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC’s 
purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private 
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base 
through the responsible development of our natural 
resources. 

About the Alaska Chamber 

The Alaska Chamber is a non-profit founded in 1953 
working to promote a positive business environment 
in Alaska. The Chamber is the voice of small and large 
business representing more than 700 businesses, 
manufacturers, and local chambers across Alaska. Our 
member companies employ more than 55,000 hard-
working Alaskans. The Chamber advocates for a positive 
investment climate that provides certainty and stability 
for Alaska. 

About the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce is the 
leading voice advocating for community by supporting 
business prosperity to our more than 600 members in 
the Interior of Alaska.
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TEMSCO Helicopters, Inc.
PO Box 5057, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
Phone 907-225-5141  Fax 907-225-2340

www.temscoair.com

Serving all of 
Alaska since 

1958

TEMSCO
HELICOPTERS, INC.

TEMSCO
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Gold Buyers of Alaska 9th Annual Miners Dinner

Jennifer Luiten and Carin Currier of AMA attended the Gold Buyers of Alaska 9th Annual Miners Dinner at the Turtle Club in Fox, 
Alaska. This dinner is the kickoff to the mining season and included more than 230 miners from across Alaska. AMA staff saw 
many familiar faces and it was great to hear the excitement of the season ahead. Thank you, Lee and Melinda St. Pierre, for 
hosting such a great evening!
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Hecla Greens Creek Mine had the honor of presenting a check for $130,000 to support the incredible work of the MAPTS 
program! The mine was the first industry partner and has sent nearly 70 employees through this program. MAPTS offers world-
class training in surface and underground mine operations, alongside vital health, safety and environmental skills development.

Hecla Greens Creek Mine Supports MAPTS
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First ever Alaska Resource Day in Washington DC 

The first Alaska Resource Day in Washington D.C. on April 16 saw AMA join nine of our sister resource development organizations, 
and hundreds of Alaskans, in the Capitol to advocate for our right to develop Alaska’s critical natural resources. A day of meetings 
on Capitol Hill plus a wonderful reception with members of Congress set our best foot forward, and plans are already underway to 
make this an annual event. Thank you to everyone who attended! 
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Serving Alaska from Anchorage and Fairbanks

• Bearings

• Mechnical Power Transmission

• Electrical & Industrial Automation
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• Material Handling
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 BUILDING ALASKA 
ONE OUNCE AT A TIME
Our firm understanding of Alaska’s unique challenges and 
commitment to HSSE and planning have translated into 
satisfied mining clients across the state.

We get dirty so you get the pay dirt.

Commitment to Safety & Quality  |  Anchorage · Kenai · Deadhorse
www.conamco.com  |  907-278-6600

Arctic engineering 
and environmental 
services.

We help 
mines thrive.

Victor Ross
(907) 521-3588  

victor.ross@stantec.com

Steve Reidsma, PWS
(907) 347-5215

steve.reidsma@stantec.com

Contango ORE, Inc. has announced an agreement 
to acquire all of the issued and outstanding shares of 
HighGold.

Existing Contango shareholders will own 
approximately 85 percent and HighGold 
shareholders will own approximately 15 percent of 
the combined company.

Manh Choh is Alaska’s next gold mine with the first 
gold pour expected in the second half of 2024. 
With an expected 100,000 ounces of annual gold 
production.

Adding a third high-quality deposit with long term 
upside potential immediately increases Contango’s 
current resources threefold by adding more than one 
million ounces of gold equivalent 

Consistent with the development of Manh Choh, 
which is on schedule and on budget, Contango 
expects to unlock value from the Johnson Tract 
Project without the burden of large upfront capital 
requirements. The Johnson Tract Project’s strategic 
seaside location expands opportunities for applying 
the DSO model.

Contango has the ability to progress the Johnson 
Tract Project with enhanced financial capacity 
underpinned by organic cash flow to be generated at 
Manh Choh and a track-record of successful project 
development and execution in Alaska.

HighGold has a lease agreement with Cook 
Inlet Regional Inc. (CIRI), a regional corporation 
established by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971, authorizing the exploration and 
development of the Johnson Tract Project while 
Contango, through its joint venture with Kinross, 
has an existing partnership with the Tetlin Tribe 
authorizing mining and exploration activities at Manh 
Choh.

Rick Van Nieuwenhuyse, President and CEO 
of Contango said, “Darwin Green and his team 
have done an excellent job adding value to the 
Johnson Tract Project in a very tough market. The 
combination of HighGold and Contango makes a 
tremendous amount of strategic sense for both sets 
of shareholders – it is a true win-win for all. 

“With the cash flow expected in the second half of 

Contango ORE Announces Acquisition of HighGold Mining
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2024 from our high grade Manh Choh operation 
achieving commercial production, we will be able 
to continue to create value for the Johnson Tract 
Project and advance this high-quality project through 
to production. When combined with our Manh Choh 
and Lucky Shot projects, the Johnson Tract Project 
represents another asset that meets our criteria to 
be a run-of-mine, direct shipping ore operation. 
Contango will now develop a growth plan to advance 
these three assets to a production decision and 
target producing well in excess of 150,000 ounces of 
gold per year.”

“We believe that a model of focusing on assets that 
meet three specific criteria will enable Contango to 
continue to build a significant production profile while 
minimizing our environmental footprint:

1) located near existing or amenable to new 
infrastructure; 

2) sufficient grade to directly transport run-of-mine 
ore to an existing third-party processing facility; and 

3) inclusive of a simple ore body — specifically in 
terms of permitting.

“This business model would result in low permitting 
and execution risk, low initial capital outlay and 
shorter timelines to production. This model has 

worked well for Manh Choh, and we believe it will 
work well for the Lucky Shot and Johnson Tract 
projects.”

“We look forward to working closely with CIRI to 
rapidly advance the Johnson Tract Project to a 
production decision. In addition to the three projects 
discussed, Contango has assembled an impressive 
group of exploration stage properties in Alaska 
including: the 675,000 acres of highly prospective 
ground in the Tintina Gold belt and under lease from 
the Tetlin Alaska Native Tribe by our Peak Gold JV 
partner Kinross; several early stage assets (Eagle-
Hona, Triple Z, and Shamrock); most of the Willow 
district surrounding the Lucky Shot Project; and 
now a large tract of private land owned by CIRI, a 
very successful Alaska Native Corporation based in 
Anchorage, Alaska.”

Darwin Green, President and CEO of HighGold said, 
“HighGold believes this transaction with Contango 
represents a compelling value creating opportunity 
for our shareholders, with obvious synergies, an 
enhanced capital markets profile, financial strength, 
and a robust platform for future growth. It is a 
union that brings together three of Alaska’s most 
compelling high-grade gold deposits in one company 
with ability to self-fund growth out of cash-flow.”
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Advancing a  
High-Grade Resource

and District-Scale  
Discoveries

COPPER    ZINC    SILVER    GOLD

907-766-2057
constantinemining.com

WASHINGTON – On Alaska Mining Day, 
Representative Mary Sattler Peltola (AK-AL) 
celebrated  House passage of H.R. 2925, the Mining 
Regulatory Clarity Act. 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-02) 
and co-led by Rep. Peltola, passed the U.S. House 
216-195 on Wednesday.

“So much of what Americans increasingly rely on for 
day-to-day life requires rare earth minerals - from 
our iPhones to our cars. If we don’t mine them here, 
they’ll be mined in China,” said Rep. Peltola. “I’d 
prefer to keep mining jobs in America, with the best 
labor and environmental regulations in the world. The 
Mining Regulatory Clarity Act makes America a more 
reliable place to mine and better safeguards our 
supply chain.”

“Securing our domestic mineral supply chain is not 
only critical to our nation’s economic success, but to 
our national security,” said Rep. Mark Amodei. “Now 
more than ever, we must ensure we are doing all that 
we can to increase domestic mineral production and 

protect the ability to conduct 
responsible mining activities 
on federal lands. H.R. 2925 
will reinstate much-needed 
clarity to allow vital mining 
projects to move forward.”

Current law, dictated by 
the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit in May 2022, requires 
discovery and determination 

of valid mineral deposits before operations over a 
specific mining claim can receive approval. 

Rep. Peltola’s bill deems the added step of 
mandating operators to prove the existence of 
a commercially developable deposit on a claim 
unnecessary. If the court’s decision were to be 
maintained, hardrock mining projects across 
mineral-rich states such as Alaska, Arizona, Nevada, 
Montana, and Idaho — among others — will be 
threatened.

Peltola-Led Mining Regulatory Clarity Act Passes U.S. House
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Alaska Sues EPA Over Pebble Mine Prohibitions

Alaska has sued the Environmental Protection Agency, 
seeking to overturn an agency decision it said blocked 
development of one of the world’s largest copper and 
gold deposits. The complaint filed in an Anchorage federal 
court challenges the EPA’s 2023 final determination that 
prohibited the discharge of mining waste from the so-called 
Pebble deposit into Bristol Bay.

The EPA said it was concerned mining waste would degrade 
the watershed and harm important fishing ecosystems. The 
state said the agency’s decision would deny it billions in 
revenues from taxes and royalties and called the move “a 
blatant affront to the sovereignty” of the state.

The State said the decision arbitrarily failed to properly 
consider costs and benefits of its decision in violation of 
federal administrative law and exceeded its authority under 
the federal Clean Water Act. It asked the court to set aside 
the determination and declare the EPA violated those laws.

The case is Alaska v. US Environmental Protection Agency, 
in the US District Court for the District of Alaska, case No. 
3:24-cv-00084.
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PROUDLY PROVIDING ALASKA
with underground, surface and

helicopter supported core drilling for
mineral exploration and geotechnical work.

800-322-3201 • office@ruendrilling.com

ruendrilling.com 
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Contact Craig Thomas craigert@tylerrental.com (907) 617-1669 

SANDVIK Crushing and 
Surface Drill Dealer for 
Washington, Oregon 

and    Alaska. 

2022 Sandvik QH332 ………….…… #80-33203 
278 Hrs, Mobile Cone Crusher, CAT C-9, 8” 
Feed Size, 220 MTPH, 6.5 Yd Feeder       
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $679,500 

2022 Sandvik QJ341 ………….…… #80-34101 
699 Hrs, Mobile Jaw Crusher, Tracked,  
Single Toggle C12 Jaw, 39” Conveyor                                     
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $639,500 

2023 Sandvik QE442 ………….…… #80-44202 
9 Hrs, Scalping Screen, 11.1 YD Hopper, 
Stabilizing Legs, Cat C4.4 Engine              
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $529,500 

2022 Sandvik DX800R ….….…… #01-80004 
1701 Hrs, Ver cal Drill, Cab, Support Leg, 
Rod Changer, (US Spec)                              
Ketchikan, AK  ……………………….…. $589,500 

2021 Sandvik DX800R ……….…… #01-80002 
1278 Hrs, Ver cal Drill, Non Cab, Winch, 
Support Leg, Remote Control.                  
Juneau, AK ……………………….…. $469,500 

2023 Sandvik QE141 ………….…… #80-14103 
101 Hrs, Scalping Screen, Hopper, 12’ 8” 
Tracked                                                         
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $269,500 

2023 Edge TS80 …………...….…… #80-80001 
190 Hrs, Stacker, Tracked,  Twin Drive                        
Extensions fold for Transport                   
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $127,500 

2018 Deere 350G LC ….….…….. #36-35130 
3218 Hrs, Pa ern Changer, Aux Hyd,        
Hyd Pin Grabber, 13’1” Arm, Hyd Thumb             
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $239,500 

2013 Deere 300D II ….……….…… #88-30043 
7531 Hrs, 30 Ton Ar culated Truck, 6X6, 
IT4 Diesel Engine, 23.5R25 Tires              
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $169,500 
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CAMP SERVICES
• Full-service turnkey camp rentals 
• Heavy duty Weatherport tents
• Fully equipped kitchen & dining

◦ Homestyle cooking & catering
• Wash tents with showers & laundry
• Sleeper tents with beds & heaters
• Personnel Support

◦ Camp laborers
◦ Payroll services
◦ Workers Comp Insurance
◦ Liability Insurance

• iDirect Satellite Internet & Phone
• ATV, UTV & Snowmobile Rentals

PRODUCTS SALES
• Baroid Drilling Products
• Extreme Drilling Additives
• Heavy Duty Waxed Core Boxes
• Wooden Core Boxes
• Johnson PVC Pipe & Screen
• Monoflex PVC & U-Packs
• Target Silica Sand
• Manhole Covers
• Protective Cases

Let us help plan and supply your next
exploration project from start to finish! We
have nearly 40 years of experience working in
Alaska and over 50 years in the mining industry.

8121 SCHOON STREET
ANCHORAGE, AK 99518
Office: 907.522.3366
Mobile: 907.223.9452
Mike@AlaskaMineralsInc.com

AALLAASSKKAA  MMIINNEERRAALLSS,,  IINNCC..

RReemmoottee  SSiittee  GGeeaarr  ffoorr  tthhee  LLaasstt  FFrroonnttiieerr

Photo by Judy Patrick Photography

North of 60 Mining News 
digs deep to deliver the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date 
information on mining and 
mineral exploration across 
Alaska and Canada’s North.

• Weekly online newsletters
• Monthly print editions• Monthly print editions
• Mining Explorers
• Critical Minerals Alaska 
• Only $50 per year

To subscribe to this lode of 
information, visit us at
www.miningnewsnorth.com 
or call 907-726-1095or call 907-726-1095

The Mining Newspaper for Alaska and Canada’s North

Jim (Clutch) Lounsbury passed Jan. 19, 2024, and went 
with his maker to his final gold mine in the sky after 
battling cancer for a couple of years.

Jim was born on July 11, 1945, at St. Joseph’s Hospital 
in Fairbanks. He was a fourth-generation Fairbanksian 
with his dad being born in Fairbanks in 1910 and his 
mother arriving in Fairbanks in 1920. His working career 
was spent as a Teamster, finishing as a heavy equipment 
operator and foreman on the Dalton Highway at Coldfoot 
for the Department of Transportation.

He also worked in the hard rock gold mine with his 
brother in the 1980s. This mine was developed by his 
father in the late 1930s on Ester Dome. While working for 
DOT at Coldfoot, Jim acquired property at Wiseman and 
started placer mining on a creek in the Wiseman area. 
His love for Wiseman was prevalent by the beautiful lawn 
that he put in at the Wiseman property and the mining 
museum and mining artifacts on display.

He was instrumental in the formation of the farthest north 
American Legion Arctic Post # 9 at Wiseman and hosted 
the annual Fourth of July parties and music festival. Jim 
shared Lorna’s love of music which included playing at 
many Fairbanks venues, at home jam sessions and with 

a group known as the Pioneer 
Park Pickers. Jim made his own 
washtub bass with a galvanized 
tub and a hockey stick with a 
parachute string.

Jim was inducted into the 
Fairbanks Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 2009 and was a long-
time supporter of hockey in 
the Fairbanks area. He was 
instrumental in the construction 

and operations of the Ice Puppy Pond rink at Ice Alaska. 
He was also a life member at Pioneers of Alaska Igloo 
No. 4. He was the ultimate Mr. Santa Claus at their 
annual Christmas parties. He also played Santa Claus 
for his nieces and nephews at family Christmas parties.

He is survived by his wife, Lorna Lounsbury, and his 
three stepchildren, Gary Lafferty (Fairbanks), Mike 
Lafferty (Idaho) and Dan Lafferty (Idaho); and his two 
brothers, Lloyd Lounsbury Jr. (Washington) and George 
Lounsbury (Fairbanks, Alaska).

There will be a celebration of life tentatively planned at 
the end of May.

In Memoriam: Jim Lounsbury
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CALL 775.753.6605 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON YOUR NEXT PROJECT
WWW.RANGEFRONT.COM

MINING & GEOLOGICAL
SERVICES

TALENT SEARCH
• Geology Contract Labor
• Mining Contract Labor
• Industrial Contract Labor
• Direct Hire

TRUCK RENTALS
• Mine Site Ready
• Exploration
• Field Work

TECHNICAL SERVICES
• Sr Mining & Exploration Analysis
• Data Rooms
• Property Evaluation
• NI 43-101 Reports
• Vulcan, Leapfrog and More!

FIELD SERVICES
• Claim Staking
• Soil Sampling
• Annual Filing
• Cartography
• AML Hazard Fencing

23-03 Rangefront Half Page Alaska Ad 7.5x4.75.indd   123-03 Rangefront Half Page Alaska Ad 7.5x4.75.indd   1 3/16/23   9:35 PM3/16/23   9:35 PM

Robert Maynard, a former Alaskan 
attorney active in both Alaska mining and 
state government for many years, died in 
a January auto-bicycle accident near his 
home in Boise, Idaho.

The American Exploration and Mining 
Association, for which Maynard was 
a long-time trustee, posted this brief 
remembrance recently. 

“It is with very heavy hearts that we report 
the recent passing of AEMA Trustee 
Robert (Bob) Maynard of Boise. Bob 
recently retired from Perkins Coie but 
remained very active with AEMA and our 
Board of Trustees. 

“At our 2023 Annual Meeting in Reno, Bob 
earned AEMA’s Distinguished Service to 
the Mineral Industry Award in recognition 
of his long-term contributions to AEMA as 
a speaker, session chair, and trustee, and 
as a trusted advisor to the mining industry 
as a whole. Bob will be sorely missed.

In Memoriam: Robert Maynard

www.alaskaminers.org  I  The Alaska Miner  I  May 2024 21



Please support and thank these companies who have renewed their support and corporate membership in AMA. 
Their continued support makes possible all the work we do in and for the mining industry.

Pioneer/High Grade
Construction Machinery Industrial LLC

Producers 
Coeur Alaska - Kensington Mine
Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company
Kinross Alaska
NANA Regional Corp
Northern Star Resources - Pogo Mine
Ruen Drilling Inc.
Teck Alaska Inc. - Red Dog
Usibelli Coal Mine Inc.

Developers
AIDEA
Alaska Aggregate Products LLC
Calista Corporation
Constantine Mining LLC
Contango Ore, Inc.
Donlin Gold LLC
Lynden Logistics

NovaGold Resources Inc.
Oxford Assaying & Refining Corp.
Pebble Limited Partnership
Redpath USA Corporation
RESPEC
Sundance Mining Group
Taiga Mining Company Inc.
Tower Hill Mines Inc. - Livengood 

Project

Explorers
Alaska Energy Metals
Alaska Frontier Constructors Inc.
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Ambler Metals LLC
Blackwolf Copper & Gold Ltd.
Borealis Fuels and Logistics
Chugach Alaska Corporation
ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc.
Doyon, Ltd
Freegold Ventures Ltd

GCI Business
Graphite One Inc.
HighGold Mining Inc
Lifewater Engineering Company
Nebari Partners
NMS
Nova Minerals Limited
Nuna Geologic Services
Orica USA Inc.
PolarX Limited
South32
Tectonic Metals Inc.
Trilogy Metals, Inc.
U.S. GoldMining Inc
Weir Minerals

Business Members
3-Tier Alaska
A & D Drilling LLC
ACZ LABS

ak-gravel.com  •  (907) 746-4505

• Mine Development and Infrastructure
• Earth Moving
• Liner Installation and Welding
• Roads, Dams and Bridge Construction

• Shotcrete and Slurry
• Structural Steel
• Concrete Structures and Foundations
• HDPE Piping

Our fl exibility and dedication have enabled us to 
become a top provider for the heavy civil construction 

and resource development industries.

MOVING THE EARTHWhether you need geophysical, geological or 
exploration support services, our ideas, experience 
and northern expertise mean you’ll have the best 
thinking on your project.

Go ahead – pick our brains.

www.aurorageosciences.com  

 yellowknife • whitehorse • juneau 

      

Corporate Members
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Advanced Supply Chain 
International LLC

Airgas USA, LLC
Alaska Air Carriers 

Association
Alaska Airlines
Alaska Business
Alaska Carquest LLC
Alaska Chamber
Alaska Forest Association
Alaska Industrial Hardware 

Inc
Alaska Minerals Inc.
Alaska Mining & Diving 

Supply, Inc.
Alaska Oil and Gas 

Association
Alaska Policy Forum
Alaska Resource Education
Alaska Rock Products 

Association
Alaska Roteq
Alaska Trucking Association
Alpha Aviation LLC
American Exploration & 

Mining Association
Anchorage Chamber of 

Commerce
Anchorage Sand & Gravel 

Inc.
Arcticom LLC, a BSNC 

Company
ARG Industrial
Arizona Mining Association
Aspen Hotels of Alaska
Associated General 

Contractors of Alaska
Association for Mineral 

Exploration British 
Columbia

Aurora Geosciences 
(Alaska) Ltd.

Automatic Welding & 
Supply

AVTEC - Alaska Vocational 
Technical Center

Backcountry EMS
Barr Engineering Co.
BDO USA
Beacon Occupational 

Health and Safety 
Services Inc.

Big Ray’s Alaska Inc.
Bobcat of Juneau
Boreal Environmental 

Services
Brenntag Pacific, Inc.
CalCIMA

Carlile
Chamber of Mines of 

Eastern British Columbia
Coastal Helicopters
Colaska
Colorado Mining 

Association
Commonwealth North
CONAM Construction 

Company
Consumer Energy Alliance
Craig Taylor Equipment 

Company
Cruise Lines International 

Alaska
Cummins Sales & Service
Cyr Drilling USA Inc.
Dawson City Chamber of 

Commerce
Delta Industrial Services 

Inc.
Denali Industrial Supply, 

Inc.
Desert Air Alaska
DGI Geoscience
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
DOWL
DXP Alaska Pump & Supply
Eastern Oregon Mining 

Association
Energy Laboratories Inc.
Equipment Source, Inc.
ERM
ESS Support Services 

Worldwide
Everts Air Cargo
Fairbanks Economic 

Develpment Corporation
Fairweather LLC
Felix Gold Ltd
Ferguson Industrial
First Things First Alaska 

Foundation
Frontier Supply Company
GBA Assaying & Refining
General Refining 

Corporation
Global External
Graymont
Great Northwest Inc.
Greater Fairbanks Chamber 

of Commerce
Greenstone Station Inc
HDR
Heliostar Metals Ltd.
Horst Expediting & Remote 

Operations Inc.
Hyak Mining Co.

Hy-Tech Drilling USA Inc.
Idaho Mining Association
IMDEX
Industrial Pumps of Alaska
Institute of Northern 

Engineering
International Directional 

Services
JCM Industries Inc.
Juneau Economic 

Development Council
Just Refiners USA, Inc.
Klondike Placer Miners’ 

Association
Knight Piesold & Company
Kuna Engineering
Lignite Energy Council
Madison Lumber & 

Hardware Inc.
Mascott Equipment
Matanuska Telecom 

Association
Matson
McKinley Research Group
MFCP
Mitsubishi Materials USA 

Corp
Modern Machinery
Montana Mining 

Association
Motion Industries
MSI Communications
Mueller Electric Div II
National Mining Association
Nevada Mining Association
New Mexico Mining 

Association
North Star Terminal & 

Stevedore Co. LLC
Northern Air Cargo
Northern Industrial Training, 

LLC (Anchorage)
Northern Permafrost 

Consulting
Northrim Bank, NA
Northwest Mine Supply
Northwest Pump
Northwest Territories & 

Nunavut Chamber of 
Mines

Pacific Rim Chemicals
Pathfinder Aviation, LLC
Perkins Coie LLP
Petro Marine Services
Prospectors & Developers 

Association of Canada
PX4 Software
Ram-Enterprise

Remote Made Easy (PSSA)
Remote Site Services Inc.
Republic Services
Resource Development 

Council
Roughstock Mining 

Services LLC
Royal Gold Inc.
Samson Tug & Barge
Sandvik
Sealaska Corporation/

Alaska Coastal Aggregates 
LLC

SECON/Southeast 
Roadbuilders

Shoreside Petroleum Inc.
SKAPS Industries
SLR International 

Corporation
SMS Equipment Inc.
Society For Mining, 

Metallurgy & Exploration
Soloy Helicopters LLC
Sophie Station Suites - 

Fountainhead Hotels
Southeast Conference
SRK Consulting
Stantec Consulting Inc.
StateFire DC Specialties
Stoel  Rives LLP
Sullivan Water Wells
T & J Enterprises Inc.
Tagiuk Gold, LLC
TDX Corporation
Temsco Helicopters Inc.
The Alliance
The Silver Institute
TOTE LLC
Tyler Rental Inc.
Ucore Rare Metals Inc.
University Redi-Mix
Utah Mining Association
Valdez Creek Mining
VEGA Americas
Victus Solutions Group
Visit Anchorage
Wells Fargo Bank Alaska
Women’s Mining Coalition
World Trade Center Alaska
Wyoming Mining 

Association
Yukon Chamber of Mines
Zonge International Inc
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Thank you to all the AMA corporater and individual members who joined or renewed their membership to the 
association in February. You make AMA possible!

Corporations
3-Tier Alaska	
Airgas USA, LLC	
Alaska Railroad 

Corporation	
ARG Industrial	
Brenntag Pacific, Inc.	
Chugach Alaska 

Corporation	
Craig Taylor Equipment 

Company	
Cummins Sales & 

Service	
Fairweather LLC	
Greenstone Station Inc	
HDR	
Knight Piesold & 

Company	
Matanuska Telecom 

Association	

Northwest Pump	
Pacific Rim Chemicals	
Perkins Coie LLP	
Remote Made Easy 

(PSSA)	
Remote Site Services 

Inc.	
SKAPS Industries	
Sophie Station Suites - 

Fountainhead Hotels	
Stantec Consulting Inc.	
Stoel  Rives LLP	
Sullivan Water Wells	
Taiga Mining Company 

Inc.	
TOTE LLC	
Ucore Rare Metals Inc.	
Valdez Creek Mining

Operators
David  T  & Kate Johnson
Haynes Tormey
Sari Martinson & John Reid

Professionals
Marisa Acosta
Ron Alleva
Melissa Arnold
Caleb Stroup & Kristen 

Benchley
Samuel Billin
Heather Brooks
Robert Burke
Elizabeth Cornejo
Devin Den Boer
James Dickey
Peter Frantz
Michael Galicki

Riley Gowland
Peter Grieve
Derek Hrubes
Doug Isaacson
Gabe Moses
Harold J Noyes
Jacqueline Rowley
Jordan Scheremeta
Paul Stockburger
Jusdi Warner

Individuals
Kim Aasand CPA
Howard J Adams
Peter Andersen
Travis Bailey
Casey Bain
Bert Bamford

New and Renewing Members

Ÿ Underground Ventilation Design and Modeling

Ÿ Maintenance Planning and Scheduling
Ÿ Mine Supply Services

Ÿ Mine Design, Planning and Scheduling Services 
Utilizing Deswik and Ventsim 3D software

Ÿ Mine Management Services for New/Existing 
Mines

Ÿ Underground Mine Surveying

Ÿ 43-101 Feasibility Studies and QP Reporting

 

Ÿ Mine Startup Assistance with From Greenelds 
Exploration to FS Mine

Steve Cutler - President                        (406) 580-7016
Josh Walton - General Manager           (406) 696-9417
Larry Carr - Alaska District Manager    (406) 561-9387

roughstockmining.com

Serving mines worldwide since 2012 with 
experience and passion for the industry.

Let our combination of hands on experience
and education be the guide to the success 

of your operation.  

Combining the latest
advances in mining 
software with unmatched
hands on mining 
experience.

Arctic Trace 
® 

Submersible Heat Trace 
Freeze Protection System 
"Inside the Pipe or Vessel" 

www.arctictrace.com 
(907) 522-3004

Applications:
 Monitoring Wells
 Commercial Water Line 
 Deep Well Tracing
 Gutter & Drain
 Waste & Vent 
 Septic Tank & Sewer Outfall 
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New and Renewing Members

Kyle Beebe
Merlin Benner
Ben Birch
Jerome & Stephanie Birch
Jack Blackwell
Wescott Bott
Robert Brown
Ryan Burnham
David Butherus
Linda Carberry
Ruthie Carlo
Calvin Carlson
Lisa Cassino
Beryl Castillo
John Cioffoletti
Jeff Coffin
Jim Collord
Ryan Cooper
Darsie Culbeck
Craig Currier
Dan DeLauder
Mikahla deVries-Paris
Jim Duffield
Mark Farrar
Melissa Fiorina
Eric Fjelstad
Brian Flanigan
Roger Fox
John & Galina Galey Jr
Evan Gearity
Will Godbey
Billy Graham
Caleb Graham
Tammy Oswald & Kevin Greenfield
Brandy Greer
Howard Grey
Marleanna Hall
Raesha Hartz
Ronny Harvey
Ted & Debbie Hawley
Dave & Carolyn Hedderly-Smith
Janice Hill
Paul Hohbach
Kaye Holowatch
Seth Hooper
Cody Huff
Hal Ingalls
Steve Irvine
Pelham Jackson

Bryan Johnson
Joan Johnson
William & Deborah Johnson
Kerry Jones
Moustapha Kebe
Jeff Keener
Colin Keith
Steve Kemble
Leo Kerin
Ray & Lee Ann Kreig
Raymond & Vicke Kukowski
Mark Levin  PE
Paula Lillesve
Spencer & Carolyn Lyman
Jake Maenpa
James Male
Sally Marinucci
Kevin Mayo
Lara McClintock
Icey MIles
Drew Miller
John Miscovich
Tyler Mitchell
Ramona Monroe
William Morris
Kyle Moselle
Tim & Jerilee Musgrove
Graham Neale
Kyle Negri
Alan Noraker
Dustin Olson
John Onofrey
Ed Paradis
Kurt Parkan
Shaun Patterson
Michelle Pearson
Willa Perlmutter
Colin Phillips
John Proffett
Craig Pueschel
Brad Randall
Steve Reidsma
Alan Renshaw
Jared Rhea
Matthew Richmond
Nicholas Ringstad
Scott Roberts
Jim Robinson
Elias Rojas

Victor Ross
John Salzman
Paul Sayer
Joni Scharfenberg
Michael Schrider
Justin Seavey
Joshua Sedlak
Jessica Short
Ernst Siemoneit
Lorali Simon
Roger Speer
Andrew Spokely
Tony Steenhoff
Sabrina Stickler
Cole Sullivan
Mike Talerico
Christy Terry
Ken Thompson
Jules Tileston
Orson Tingey
Ethan Trickey
Norman Tweet
Evan Venechuk
Thomas Veseth
Alfredo Villalobos
Gary Vivian
Dale Wade
Robert & Renae Wall
Fred Wallis
Kevin Walsh
Timothy Ward
Glen Weaver
Gene Weglinski
Andy West
Aurora Weythman
James Whitlock
Karen Wilken
Aaron Woods
Carolann Wootan
Ben Ziegman
Dave Zimmer

Not yet a member of the Alaska Miners 
Association? Or have not yet renewed your 
membership? Renew today so you don’t 
miss a single issue of The Alaska Miner 
or the 2024 Alaska Miners Handbook and 
Service Directory, available only to AMA 
members. Call or email Jennifer Luiten, 
Membership and Fundraising Director at 
907-270-9232; jennifer@AlaskaMiners.org.
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Alaska Mining Calendar

n June 12: Resource Development Council (RDC) 
49th Annual Membership Luncheon, Anchorage, 
Dena’ini Center. www.akrdc.org

n June 20: ARE Anchorage Coal Classic Golf 
Tournament

n June 22-23: Gold Rush Days, Juneau

n July 11: ARE Fairbanks Coal Classic Golf Tournament

n Aug. 4: AMA’s 85th Anniversary

n Sept. 24-26: MineEXPO International, Las Vegas, Nev.

n Nov. 4-7: Annual Convention and Trade Show, 
Anchorage

AMA Branch Meetings

n AMA Statewide Branch meetings have resumed!  
These meetings are held biweekly on Zoom. 
For meeting schedule and Zoom link, visit www.
alaskaminers.org

n AMA local branches are meeting in person. 
Contact your branch chair or visit alaskaminers.org 
for your local branch schedule

n Contact Jennifer, jennifer@alaskaminers.org, with 
any questions.

Dedicated to the 
responsible 

development of 
Alaska’s resources. 

 Geologic Consulting 
 Geologic Staffing 
 Geologic Engineering 
 Reporting (including 43-101) 
 Logistics/Operation Coordination 
 Remote Site Management 
 GIS Services 
 Permitting Assistance 
 Community Engagement 
 Claims Staking 
 Claims Administration 
 Equipment Rental 

12100 Industry Way Unit P-9, Anchorage, AK 99515 
www.alaskaearthsciences.com 

907-522-4664 

—  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  — 

AVAIL ABLE STATE WIDE

operations@coastalhelicopters.com

907-789-5600
www.coastalhelicopters.com

✓ CONSTRUCTION ✓ EXPLORATION
✓ CONTRACT ✓ SUPPORT ✓ CHARTER

Follow AMA!
Twitter: @AlaskaMiners

 Facebook: AlaskaMiners
Instagram: alaska.miners

• Geotechnical Site Investigation
• Offshore Drilling Specialists
• Gravel, Placer Exploration
• Large Diameter Bulk Sampling
• Grouting, Anchoring & Piling
• 3” to 24” Water Wells
• Ground Improvement
• Wireline Coring NQ3 to PQ3
• Wireline CPT & Vane Testing
• In-Situ Testing & Instruments
• Heli-portable Drilling Systems
• Sonic Capability

www.Foundex.com

Anchorage, Alaska
Ph: (907) 522-8263

HGrey@Foundex.com

Abbotsford BC Canada
Ph: (604) 594-8333
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