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A Message from the Executive Director

Dear AMA Members and Friends,
We’re in our 85th summer as your Alaska 
Miners Association! It’s surreal to think that 
our association is older than our state, but 
just as meaningful today as it was in 1939. 

We greet each dawn and salute each sunset 
working to protect, defend and advocate for 
the Alaska mining industry, while educating 
and connecting our Alaska miners and 
mining families. 

We really are a family business. From Nome 
to Ketchikan, there are hundreds of second 
and even third generation Alaska miners doing 
what we do best — explore, plan, develop and 
produce what America and Alaska need to 
power our economy and protect our freedom.

We’ve got plans for 85th Anniversary 
celebrations include another epic 
convention in the fall — more on that in the 
coming months. For now, we are back in 
the field and even with 22 hours of daylight, 
it’s going to be hard to squeeze in work and 
play and fill the freezers!

Elsewhere in this Journal you’ll see a list of 
the many events we’ll be participating in on 
behalf of AMA. There is no way to overstate 
the importance of meeting in person with 
regular Alaskans at all these fun events with a 
smile on our face and a story to tell. 

Nobody comes to a state fair just to learn 
more about mining, not even me (it’s for 
the food, obviously.). But when we’ve got 
tens of thousands of regular hardworking 
Alaska families together, it’s a perfect time 
to greet them, show them our samples and 
products, and gently remind them of the 
huge economic benefits that mining delivers 
in Alaska, while paying millions back to the 
state for that right.

These Alaska families appreciate that 
mining contributes not just jobs but lessens 
the taxes and fees they have to pay for 
everything else. 

It’s important they understand key facts 

about Alaska mining we can proudly share. 

In our most recent 2022 analysis, Alaska’s 
$4.5 billion mining industry provided: 

n 11,400 total direct and indirect jobs 
attributed to Alaska mining industry. 

n Charitable contributions to more than 
280 Alaska nonprofits. 

n $4.5 million in contributions. 

n $800,000 to civic, business, and 
industry organizations in Alaska through 
sponsorship and membership fees. 

n Over $2.7 million contributed to the 
University of Alaska and vocational schools 
to support education in Alaska. 

n 73 percent of workers at the six large 
mines are Alaska residents.

n Mining employees live in about 90 
communities throughout Alaska. 

And the potential to grow those employment 
numbers with exploration and new mines 
being considered is incredible:

n The Graphite Creek project, north of Nome, 
is expected to create 370 production jobs. 

n Livengood, just north of Fairbanks, will 
also create about 330 mining jobs. 

n Donlin Gold in Southwest Alaska is 
expected to require about 1,000 workers 
during its operations. 

n Pebble in Southwest Alaska would require 
an operations labor force of about 850. 

n The Upper Kobuk projects in the Ambler 

Mining District in Northwest Alaska, are 
expected to employ about 450 people 
during its operations. 

n And Manh Choh starts its full production 
this summer! This will add hundreds of 
mining jobs to our industry and continue the 
important economic engine of the Fort Knox 
mill in Fairbanks. 

AMA, along with Alaska Metal Mines, is 
working with McKinley Group to finalize our 
report on the 2023 economic date.  Watch 
for the Economics Benefits of Mining in 
Alaska, coming soon in your summer Alaska 
Miner Magazine, as well as online at www.
alaskaminers.org/economic-benefits.

Please join us this summer at any (or all) of 
these great events:

June 22-23: Gold Rush Days in Juneau

July 25-28: Southeast Alaska State Fair in 
Haines 

Aug. 17: Mining Day at Alaska State Fair

Sept. 24-26: MinExpo International in Las 
Vegas, Nev.

A number of branch meetings will take place 
this summer as well — please watch our 
website under events/branch meetings to 
stay informed of meetings in your branch. 

Also please, please, I beg you, to share your 
stories with us, at work and play! As you 
are working and playing this summer in the 
field, please snap some photos and share 
them, along with the details, with us at AMA. 
We especially love to show Alaska miners 
working hard and enjoying wild adventures 
outside — send us your memories 
throughout this summer! 

And in the words of our great Alaska Sen. 
Ted Stevens: “Get Out and Play!”

Deantha Skibinski,  
Executive Director

The Alaska Miner is the official journal of the Alaska Miners 
Association, published eight times a year exclusively 
to our members. It is published in partnership with the 
Alaska Miners Association by Fireweed Strategies LLC, 
4849 Potter Crest Circle, Anchorage, AK 99516.
We actively seek contributions from our members and the 
mining industry. Please email story ideas and photos to 
Lee Leschper.

Advertising Rates and New Tips
For advertising information, or to submit news, story ideas 
and photos, call or email Lee Leschper at 907-957-6025 
or Lee.Leschper@FireweedStrategies.com

Alaska Miners Association Staff
Deantha Skibinski, Executive Director
Jennifer Luiten, Membership and Fundraising Director
Carin Currier, Projects & Communications Manager
Darlene Strickland, Bookkeeper/Membership

Executive Board
Lorali Simon, President
Blake Bogart, First Vice President
Houston Morris, Second Vice President
Kim Aasand, Treasurer

Branch Chairmen
Ted Hawley, Anchorage
Ethan Trickey, Denali
Dave Larimer, Fairbanks
Jan Hill, Haines
Jason Hart, Juneau
Houston Morris, Kenai
Ken Hughes, Nome
Robert Fithian, Ketchikan/Prince of Wales

Committee Chairmen
Kevin Adler, Convention
Mike Satre and JP Tangen, Federal Oversight
Blake Bogart and Dave Larimer, State Oversight

Follow us anytime:
Online at AlaskaMiners.org
Like us on Facebook at Alaska Miners 
Association
Follow us on Twitter @alaskaminers
Follow us on Instagram @alaska.miners
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2024 Schedule of Events

Opening Ceremony

Sunday 

Jackleg Drilling
Women’s Spike Driving 
Men’s Spike Driving
Women’s Hand Mucking
Men’s Hand Mucking
12B Overshot Mucking
Team Drilling

Women’s & Men’s Axe Throwing
Women’s & Men’s Team Hand Bucking
Coed Team Hand Bucking
Women’s & Men’s Stock Power Saw Bucking
Women’s & Men’s Speed Climbing
Men’s Vertical Chopping
Women’s Choker Setter Race
Team Choker Setter & Hook Tender Relay
Women’s & Men’s Obstacle Pole Buck
Women’s Horizontal Chopping
Women’s & Men’s Log Rolling
Miners vs. Loggers Tug-of-WarKid’s & teen’s EVENTS

Kid’s Hand Mucking
Teen Spike Driving
Teen Hand Mucking Kid’s Choker Setter Race

Teen Choker Setter Race

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Vendor Tent  8AM - 5PM
Raffle Sales 8AM - 5PM

Bouncy House 11AM - 5PM
Kid’s Carnival 1PM - 3PM
Gold Panning 1PM - 3PM

June 22-23

Mining events

LIVE MUSIC

saturday 

Featuring One Eye Open

BEER GARDEN
Sponsored by Alaskan Brewing Co.

LOGGING events

Kid’s & teen’s EVENTS

award ceremony

For more information visit juneaugoldrushdays.com

9AM

1PM

4pm

1pm

1PM

9:30AM
8:30AM

Schedule may be subject to change

REGISTRATION opens 8AM REGISTRATION opens 8AM

8AM - 6PM

LIVE MUSIC
Featuring PHD Javiii

3pm

CLOSING TIME 6pm
See you tomorrow!

BEER GARDEN 1PM
Sponsored by Forbidden Peak Brewery

See you in 2025!



Juneau Gold Rush Days!

Juneau Gold Rush Days is a two-day 
celebration that pays homage to two 
important industries that helped shape 
Alaska — mining and logging. Make 
plans to join the event at Savikko Park 
on Douglas, Alaska, to celebrate the 
past, present and future of Alaska’s 
resources!

Juneau Gold Rush Days includes 
delicious food, local vendors, gold 
panning, live music, a beer garden and 
activities for the whole family. Learn 
more about the mining and logging 
industries by watching or participating 
in competitions featuring mining-
specific events such as jackleg drilling, 
spike driving, and hand mucking, and 
logging events, like axe throwing, 
speed climbing, hand bucking, and log 
rolling. There are skills competitions for 
kids, teens and adults! 

Juneau Gold Rush Days, Inc. is a 
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, and 
the free annual event is only possible 
through the generous support of our 
community. We are grateful to our 
many sponsors, board members, 
and volunteers that help make the 
event happen each year. If you or 
your business are interested in 
getting involved, please email us at 
juneaugoldrushdays@gmail.com.  

We hope to see you June 22-23 at 
Savikko Park on Douglas, Alaska, for 
the 32nd annual Juneau Gold Rush 
Days!

Visit juneaugoldrushdays.com for more 
information.
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AMA Members Participate in Sustainable Energy Conference 

AMA Executive Director Deantha Skibinski moderated a panel on “Sustainable Sourcing: the Role of Alaska in the Critical Minerals 
Supply Chain” with a presentation by DGGS Director and State Geologist Melanie Werdon and a roundtable discuss with Werdin, 
Mike Satre with Hecla, Cal Craig with Ambler Metals, and Mike Schaffner with Graphite One.

In May, the Governor’s Alaska Sustainable Energy 
Conference provided a strong focus on the critical 
role that mining, and minerals will play in any move to 
more sustainable energy sources.

This is the third year of this event, intended to join 
visionaries, researchers, policymakers, and investors 
from across the world as the energy transition 
unfolds and emerging technologies advance.

The vision is that Alaska is both a current energy 
producer, and the best place on earth to explore the 
future of energy. Alaska has more sustainable energy 
potential than nearly any place on earth.

Alaska is home to established commercial scale 
wind, solar and hydro; it’s serving as a proving 

ground for tidal and micronuclear power; and the 
state is advancing an LNG project that will displace 
coal, reduce global emissions by at least 77 million 
tons, and has the potential to unlock blue and green 
hydrogen fuel.

With its challenging climate and hundreds of 
remote communities unconnected to traditional 
infrastructure, Alaska is also a world leader in 
microgrid deployment where renewable energy 
sources are being integrated even north of the 
Arctic Circle. The state has the ability to capture and 
sequester gigatons of carbon and has every one of 
the 50 critical minerals identified as key to the energy 
transition.
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Only pay for the speed you need...
Dynamic Routing!

On time and on budget.
At Lynden, we understand that plans change but deadlines 
don’t. That’s why we proudly offer our exclusive Dynamic 
Routing system. Designed to work around your unique 
requirements, Dynamic Routing allows you to choose 
the mode of transportation – air, sea or land – to control 
the speed of your deliveries so they arrive just as they are 
needed. With Lynden you only pay for the speed you need.

1-888-596-3361   |   www.lynden.com
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CALL 775.753.6605 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON YOUR NEXT PROJECT
WWW.RANGEFRONT.COM

MINING & GEOLOGICAL
SERVICES

TALENT SEARCH
• Geology Contract Labor
• Mining Contract Labor
• Industrial Contract Labor
• Direct Hire

TRUCK RENTALS
• Mine Site Ready
• Exploration
• Field Work

TECHNICAL SERVICES
• Sr Mining & Exploration Analysis
• Data Rooms
• Property Evaluation
• NI 43-101 Reports
• Vulcan, Leapfrog and More!

FIELD SERVICES
• Claim Staking
• Soil Sampling
• Annual Filing
• Cartography
• AML Hazard Fencing

23-03 Rangefront Half Page Alaska Ad 7.5x4.75.indd   123-03 Rangefront Half Page Alaska Ad 7.5x4.75.indd   1 3/16/23   9:35 PM3/16/23   9:35 PM

AMA Members Participate in Sustainable Energy Conference 

AMA President Lorali Simon, with Usibelli Coal Mine, was on The Realities and Potential for Carbon Capture, Utilization and 
Storage panel in May at the Alaska Sustainable Energy Conference. The third annual event, hosted by Gov. Mike Dunleavy, brings 
together experts, industry leaders, entrepreneurs, investors and researchers from across the energy spectrum in Alaska. 
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EVs and UAVs... Laptops and LEDs... Smartphones, solar cells and satellites... 
A revolution in materials science is changing our world. 

Graphite is at the center of that revolution.

Graphite One:  
America’s Complete Advanced Graphite Supply Chain Solution

 

Graphite One
Tech Materials for Global Ingenuity
www.GraphiteOneInc.com

America’s Supply Chain  
for the Electrification  
of Everything

TSX-V: GPH   OTCQX: GPHOF

Gov. Mike Dunleavy and Alberta’s premier Danielle Smith discuss the challenges and opportunities for new sustainable energy in 
both Alaska and Canada during the governor’s recent conference.
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By Shane Lasley, North of 60 Mining News
Graphite One Inc. President and CEO Anthony Huston 
was among a select group of industry leaders in 
attendance when President Joe Biden rolled out his plan 
to levy heavy tariffs on a wide range of goods from China, 
including natural graphite.

“I was honored to represent everyone at Graphite One 
in the meeting with President Biden,” said Huston. “We 
appreciate his support for the renewable energy transition 
and G1 is excited to continue pushing forward to create a 
secure 100 percent U.S.-based supply chain for natural 
and synthetic graphite.”

As the single largest ingredient in the lithium-ion batteries 
powering electric vehicles and storing renewable energy, 
graphite is essential to the clean energy transition. 
Analysts forecast that the demand for graphite will top 5 
million metric tons per year by 2030. This is more than 
three times the 1.6 million metric tons mined globally 
during 2023, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.

As the primary anode ingredient, graphite makes up 
around 28 percent of all the materials in lithium-ion 
batteries for EVs and clean energy storage.

There are currently no graphite mines in the U.S., and 

domestic graphite processing is still in its earliest stages. 
This makes America’s clean energy supply chains heavily 
reliant on China, which accounted for 77 percent of 
all mined graphite and 90 percent of graphite anode 
materials produced globally in 2023.

To help make graphite mined and processed in the U.S. 
competitive with China, President Biden announced plans 
to increase the tariffs on natural graphite imported from 
China from 0 to 25 percent in 2026. 

The import levies on graphite are one component of a 
larger package of tariffs aimed at shielding American 
businesses from China’s unfair trade practices.

As the White House rolls out its heavy tariffs on China, 
which also include 25 percent tariffs on lithium-ion 
batteries, which will be phased in over the coming two 
years, and 100 percent tariffs on EVs beginning this year, 
Graphite One is advancing its plans to establish an all-
American graphite supply chain.

This supply chain would begin with a mine at Graphite 
Creek, a western Alaska project that hosts the largest 
known graphite deposit in the U.S. and one of the largest 
in the world, as well as a processing and recycling plant in 
Ohio that would produce the advanced graphite material 

White House Actions Boost Graphite One

TIMBER
EXPLORATION
MINING 
SURVEY 
CARGO 
OPERATIONS

TEMSCO Helicopters, Inc.
PO Box 5057, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
Phone 907-225-5141  Fax 907-225-2340

www.temscoair.com

Serving all of 
Alaska since 

1958

TEMSCO
HELICOPTERS, INC.

TEMSCO
HELICOPTERS, INC.
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Graphite One’s Strategy Supported By Department of Defense

needed for lithium-ion batteries and other products.

Graphite One’s strategy is being supported by the 
Department of Defense, which awarded the company a 
$37.5 million grant last year to complete a feasibility study 
for its envisioned supply chain plans by the end of this year.

“As we near completion of the FS, we can now say that 
DoD’s support has cut about two years off of our initial 
feasibility study timeline,” said Huston.

Graphite One’s plans to develop a mine at Graphite Creek 
got another boost with the recent announcement that 
domestic mining projects that would produce graphite, 
lithium, cobalt, nickel, and other minerals and metals 
critical to the energy transition are eligible for U.S. 
Department of Energy loan guarantees.

Under the Title 17 Clean Energy Financing Program, 
DOE’s Loan Programs Office can finance clean energy 
projects in the U.S. While this includes clean energy 
infrastructure, it did not specify mining projects.

It has now been clarified that “projects that increase the 
domestically produced supply of critical minerals” needed 
for the clean energy transition are eligible for the  
$72 billion of loan guarantees available under Title 17. Photo Courtesy Graphite One

REPAIR CONNECTION

BRANCHING

JCM INDUSTRIES, INC. - NASH, TEXAS, USA 75569-1220
Call Toll Free 1-800-527-8482 or 903-832-2581

www.jcmindustries.com

RESTRAINT

JCM
INDUSTRIES

High Density Polyethylene Pipe
offers countless advantages for

Mining and Industrial Applications.

Keep Those Advantages Working
with

JCM Industries Fittings and Fabrications
for HDPE Pipe

PROVEN IN ALASKA 
FOR ANY ENVIRONMENT 

ON EARTH.
ANCHORAGE, AK   907-257-1550   PATHFINDERAVIATION.COM

• Mineral Exploration
• Precision Lift & Placement
• Fire Suppression
• Environmental Resource
• Oil & Gas
• Arctic Operations

MinerJournal.indd   1MinerJournal.indd   1 9/29/21   2:44 PM9/29/21   2:44 PMwww.alaskaminers.org  I  The Alaska Miner  I  June 2024 11



Congratulations to the Newest MAPTS Graduates!

The Mining and Petroleum Training Service (MAPTS) program 
celebrated a graduation in April at its Mine Training Center. The MAPTS 
program is an immersive experience in which students go through 
a mining boot camp. They have the option to master both surface 
and underground training, and safety is always the top priority, with 
instructors bringing decades of experience from all over the state. 
What makes these graduation ceremonies so special is that the 
students lead tours of the facility and showcase what they’ve learned.

Photos Courtesy Kinross Alaska
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Serving Alaska from Anchorage and Fairbanks

• Bearings

• Mechnical Power Transmission

• Electrical & Industrial Automation

• Linear Motion Products

• Pneumatics

• Hydraulics

• Hydraulic Hose

• Industrial Hose

• Material Handling

• Process Pumps & Equipment

• Industrial Products

• Seal & Accessories

• Safety Products

• Shops and Services

MORE CHOICES • MORE EXPERTISE • MORE SOLUTIONS

MAKING FUEL, FREIGHT &  
PASSENGER TRANSPORT EASY 
THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN  
SOUTHEAST ALASKA.

     907-228-7783

Solutions Beyond
Expectations.

7559 N Tongass Highway | Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
www.remotemadeeasy.com

Subscribe to Alaska Business

akbizmag.com/subscribe

Print 
+ 

Digital Magazine Subscription

907-260-2605   |   ipa907.com

ALASKAN OWNED  
AND OPERATED

• Pumps • Mechanical Seals • Gearboxes  
• Electric Motors • Compressors  

• Machining • Field Service
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Arctic engineering 
and environmental 
services.

We help 
mines thrive.

Victor Ross
(907) 521-3588  

victor.ross@stantec.com

Steve Reidsma, PWS
(907) 347-5215

steve.reidsma@stantec.com

Coeur Alaska Kensington Mine Rescue Team Earns National Honors
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The Coeur Alaska Kensington Mine Rescue Team recently placed first in Medical and third in Field in the Central Mine Rescue 
Competition in Kellogg, Idaho. Congratulations to the team for highlighting the skilled professionals in Alaska mining!
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Coeur Alaska Kensington Mine Celebrates Earth Day With Cleanup

The Coeur Alaska Kensington Mine celebrated Earth Day with a site-wide spring-cleaning event. The mine’s dedicated team 
came together to keep the mine site well-kept, preserving the beauty of the Southeast Alaska environment. The mine would like to 
say a big thank you to everyone who participated!
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Photos Courtesy Coeur Alaska Kensington Mine
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PROUDLY PROVIDING ALASKA
with underground, surface and

helicopter supported core drilling for
mineral exploration and geotechnical work.

800-322-3201 • office@ruendrilling.com

ruendrilling.com 
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Contact Craig Thomas craigert@tylerrental.com (907) 617-1669 

SANDVIK Crushing and 
Surface Drill Dealer for 
Washington, Oregon 

and    Alaska. 

2022 Sandvik QH332 ………….…… #80-33203 
278 Hrs, Mobile Cone Crusher, CAT C-9, 8” 
Feed Size, 220 MTPH, 6.5 Yd Feeder       
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $679,500 

2022 Sandvik QJ341 ………….…… #80-34101 
699 Hrs, Mobile Jaw Crusher, Tracked,  
Single Toggle C12 Jaw, 39” Conveyor                                     
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $639,500 

2023 Sandvik QE442 ………….…… #80-44202 
9 Hrs, Scalping Screen, 11.1 YD Hopper, 
Stabilizing Legs, Cat C4.4 Engine              
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $529,500 

2022 Sandvik DX800R ….….…… #01-80004 
1701 Hrs, Ver cal Drill, Cab, Support Leg, 
Rod Changer, (US Spec)                              
Ketchikan, AK  ……………………….…. $589,500 

2021 Sandvik DX800R ……….…… #01-80002 
1278 Hrs, Ver cal Drill, Non Cab, Winch, 
Support Leg, Remote Control.                  
Juneau, AK ……………………….…. $469,500 

2023 Sandvik QE141 ………….…… #80-14103 
101 Hrs, Scalping Screen, Hopper, 12’ 8” 
Tracked                                                         
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $269,500 

2023 Edge TS80 …………...….…… #80-80001 
190 Hrs, Stacker, Tracked,  Twin Drive                        
Extensions fold for Transport                   
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $127,500 

2018 Deere 350G LC ….….…….. #36-35130 
3218 Hrs, Pa ern Changer, Aux Hyd,        
Hyd Pin Grabber, 13’1” Arm, Hyd Thumb             
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $239,500 

2013 Deere 300D II ….……….…… #88-30043 
7531 Hrs, 30 Ton Ar culated Truck, 6X6, 
IT4 Diesel Engine, 23.5R25 Tires              
Chehalis, WA ……………………….…. $169,500 
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(907) 290-8878  •  info@flyalphaair.com
www.flyalphaair.com

Full-service helicopter operator based out of 
southcentral Alaska with a fleet of R44, R66,  
AS 350 and UH-1H aircraft

CAMP SERVICES
• Full-service turnkey camp rentals 
• Heavy duty Weatherport tents
• Fully equipped kitchen & dining

◦ Homestyle cooking & catering
• Wash tents with showers & laundry
• Sleeper tents with beds & heaters
• Personnel Support

◦ Camp laborers
◦ Payroll services
◦ Workers Comp Insurance
◦ Liability Insurance

• iDirect Satellite Internet & Phone
• ATV, UTV & Snowmobile Rentals

PRODUCTS SALES
• Baroid Drilling Products
• Extreme Drilling Additives
• Heavy Duty Waxed Core Boxes
• Wooden Core Boxes
• Johnson PVC Pipe & Screen
• Monoflex PVC & U-Packs
• Target Silica Sand
• Manhole Covers
• Protective Cases

Let us help plan and supply your next
exploration project from start to finish! We
have nearly 40 years of experience working in
Alaska and over 50 years in the mining industry.

8121 SCHOON STREET
ANCHORAGE, AK 99518
Office: 907.522.3366
Mobile: 907.223.9452
Mike@AlaskaMineralsInc.com

AALLAASSKKAA  MMIINNEERRAALLSS,,  IINNCC..

RReemmoottee  SSiittee  GGeeaarr  ffoorr  tthhee  LLaasstt  FFrroonnttiieerr

Matson has partnered with the U.S. Army to ease the 
transition from military life to civilian life. In a March 
ceremony at the Don Young Port of Anchorage, Matson 
signed a Memorandum of Agreement to participate in 
the Partnership for Your Success (PaYS) program. PaYS 
is a strategic collaboration between the Army and a 
cross section of private industry, academia and public 
sector agencies. The program guarantees soldiers 
and ROTC cadets five job interviews and possible 
employment after their service is complete.  

“We are all aware that there is a shortage of skilled 
workers both here in Alaska and along the West Coast 
and we know from experience that ex-military folks make 
great employees and team members,” said Jennifer 
Tungul, Vice President of Alaska operations for Matson. 

The Army says oldiers who participate in the program 
“gain leadership, valuable professional and technical 
skills , experience, and can feel confident in their career 
opportunities with their five chosen PaYS partners. 
“Partnering with the Army through the PaYS program is a 
‘win-win’ opportunity for everyone involved.” 

Tungul said it was her employees who came up with the 
idea of becoming part of the the PaYS program. “We have 

several veterans in our Anchorage operation who know 
the caliber of those who are part of our country’s Armed 
Forces. Several of them toured the Alaska National Guard’s 
facilities where they identified many similarities that would 
make for a seamless transition with minimal training. 

“We are excited about this new partnership and look 
forward to a long — and mutually beneficial relations. 
One that feeds us well-trained, highly skilled employees in 
exchange for a good job with a great company,” she said. 
“And when this program proves as successful as we know it 
will, we look forward to taking it to other Matson locations.” 

The PaYS program began in 2000 as an enlistment 
incentive for regular Army enlisted soldiers. In October 
20002, it expanded to include Army Reserve solders and 
later Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) cadets, 
ROTC cadets who incur an active duty commitment, 
Officier Candidate School, Warrant Officer Flight Training 
and the Army National Guard. 

Matson is a U.S.-owned and operated transportation 
service company headquartered in Honolulu. Its Alaska 
operation provides twice weekly containership service 
between Tacoma, Anchorage and Kodiak, and weekly 
service to Dutch Harbor. It has 337 employees in Alaska.

Matson Helps Veterans Make Successful Transition to Civilian Life
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Save the Date: AMA Annual Convention and Trade Show

The AMA Annual Convention 
and Trade Show will be 
held Nov. 4-7, 2024, at 
the Dena’ina Center in 
Anchorage.
Make your plans now! There 
are many ways you can make 
the most of the largest mining 
event in Alaska:
Book your Trade Show 
Booth!
The Trade Show runs 
Tuesday – Thursday and 
is the best way to reach 
Alaska’s mining industry to 
showcase your products and 
services. Keynote Luncheons 
and other networking events 
are held in the Trade Show to 
ensure maximum exposure. 
We are rapidly selling these 
booths and the show will fill 
up. Considering bringing 
your heavy equipment too! 
Sponsor the Convention!
We have many sponsorship 
opportunities to fit your 
needs and budget. Your 
sponsorship not only helps 
us underwrite this event, 
but it also supports AMA’s 
mission year round. 
If you are looking for unique 
sponsorship opportunities or 
have any questions, please 
contact Jennifer Luiten. 
Signup forms can be found 
on our website at: www.
alaskaminers.org.
Submit a Talk Proposal/
Suggestion
If you have ideas or requests 
for a topic to be covered in 
the Technical Sessions and 
other presentations, please 
submit via email to teller.

steve@outlook.com and 
deantha@alaskaminers.org
There is so much in store for 
us this November — we are 
looking forward to seeing 
you!
CONFIRMED VENDORS
n ACZ Laboratories, Inc.
n AIDEA 
n Airgas 
n Alaska Airlines 
n Alaska Business 
n Alaska Earth Sciences / 
Alaska Remote Services
n Alaska Industrial 
Hardware, Inc.
n Alaska Midnight Sun 
Drilling Inc.
n Alaska Minerals Inc.
n Alaska Petroleum Dist. 
Inc
n Alaska Resource 
Education
n Alloy Drilling
n ALS Geochemistry
n ARG Industrial 
n Aspen Hotels of Alaska
n Automatic Welding & 
Supply Corp.
n Backcountry EMS
n Boart Longyear 
n Boreal Environmental 
Services
n Denali Industrial Supply, 
Inc 
n DXP Alaska Pump and 
Supply
n Energold Drilling USA
n Equipment Source, Inc.
n Equity Geoscience, Ltd.

n Everts Air Cargo 
n Fireweed Strategies LLC
n Global Services, Inc.
n Gold Buyers of Alaska: 
GBA Assaying & Refining
n Hy-Tech Drilling
n Industrial Pumps of 
Alaska
n JCM Industries, Inc.
n Lifewater Engineering 
Company
n Logic Geophysics & 
Analytics LLC 
n Lynden
n Major Drilling 
n Mascott Equipment 
n Motion & Flow Control 
Products
n MSALABS Inc.
n NC Machinery
n Orica USA Inc 
n Oxford Assaying & 
Refining Corp
n Piton Exploration LLC
n Rain for Rent
n RESPEC
n Ruen Drilling Inc
n Shoreside Petroleum Inc.
n SLR International 
Corporation
n Stantec Consulting 
Services Inc.
n Techline Alaska 
n TEMSCO Helicopters, 
Inc.
n TTT Environmental, LLC
n Vega Americas
n Weir Minerals North 
America
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Please support and thank these companies who have renewed their support and corporate membership in AMA. 
Their continued support makes possible all the work we do in and for the mining industry.

Pioneer/High Grade
Construction Machinery Industrial LLC

Producers 
Coeur Alaska - Kensington Mine
Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company
Kinross Alaska
NANA Regional Corp
Ruen Drilling Inc.
Teck Alaska Inc. - Red Dog
Usibelli Coal Mine Inc.

Developers
AIDEA
Alaska Aggregate Products LLC
Calista Corporation
Constantine Mining LLC
Contango Ore, Inc.
Donlin Gold LLC
Lynden Logistics
NovaGold Resources Inc.
Oxford Assaying & Refining Corp.

Pebble Limited Partnership
Redpath USA Corporation
RESPEC
Sundance Mining Group
Taiga Mining Company Inc.
Tower Hill Mines Inc. - Livengood 

Project

Explorers
Alaska Energy Metals
Alaska Frontier Constructors Inc.
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Ambler Metals LLC
Blackwolf Copper & Gold Ltd.
Borealis Fuels and Logistics
Chugach Alaska Corporation
ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc.
Doyon, Ltd
Freegold Ventures Ltd
GCI Business
HighGold Mining Inc
Lifewater Engineering Company

Nebari Partners
NMS
Nova Minerals Limited
Nuna Geologic Services
Orica USA Inc.
PolarX Limited
South32
Tectonic Metals Inc.
Trilogy Metals, Inc.
U.S. GoldMining Inc.

Business Members
3-Tier Alaska
A & D Drilling LLC
ACZ LABS
Advanced Supply Chain International 

LLC
Airgas USA, LLC
Alaska Air Carriers Association
Alaska Airlines
Alaska Business
Alaska Carquest LLC

ak-gravel.com  •  (907) 746-4505

• Mine Development and Infrastructure
• Earth Moving
• Liner Installation and Welding
• Roads, Dams and Bridge Construction

• Shotcrete and Slurry
• Structural Steel
• Concrete Structures and Foundations
• HDPE Piping

Our fl exibility and dedication have enabled us to 
become a top provider for the heavy civil construction 

and resource development industries.

MOVING THE EARTHWhether you need geophysical, geological or 
exploration support services, our ideas, experience 
and northern expertise mean you’ll have the best 
thinking on your project.

Go ahead – pick our brains.

www.aurorageosciences.com  

 yellowknife • whitehorse • juneau 

      

Corporate Members
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Alaska Chamber
Alaska Forest Association
Alaska Industrial Hardware Inc
Alaska Minerals Inc.
Alaska Mining & Diving Supply, Inc.
Alaska Oil and Gas Association
Alaska Policy Forum
Alaska Resource Education
Alaska Rock Products Association
Alaska Roteq
Alaska Trucking Association
Alpha Aviation LLC
American Exploration & Mining 

Association
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
Anchorage Sand & Gravel Inc.
Arcticom LLC, a BSNC Company
ARG Industrial
Arizona Mining Association
Aspen Hotels of Alaska
Associated General Contractors of 

Alaska
Association for Mineral Exploration 

British Columbia
Aurora Geosciences (Alaska) Ltd.
Automatic Welding & Supply
AVTEC - Alaska Vocational Technical 

Center
Backcountry EMS
Barr Engineering Co.
BDO USA
Beacon Occupational Health and 

Safety Services Inc.
Big Ray’s Alaska Inc.
Bobcat of Juneau
Boreal Environmental Services
Brenntag Pacific, Inc.
CalCIMA
Chamber of Mines of Eastern British 

Columbia
Coastal Helicopters
Colaska
Colorado Mining Association
Commonwealth North
CONAM Construction Company
Consumer Energy Alliance
Craig Taylor Equipment Company
Cruise Lines International Alaska
Cummins Sales & Service
Cyr Drilling USA Inc.
Dawson City Chamber of Commerce
Delta Industrial Services Inc.
Denali Industrial Supply, Inc.
DGI Geoscience
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Eastern Oregon Mining Association
Energy Laboratories Inc.
Equipment Source, Inc.

ERM
ESS Support Services Worldwide
Everts Air Cargo
Fairbanks Economic Develpment 

Corporation
Fairweather LLC
Felix Gold Ltd
Ferguson Industrial
First Things First Alaska Foundation
Frontier Supply Company
GBA Assaying & Refining
General Refining Corporation
Global External
Graymont
Great Northwest Inc.
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of 

Commerce
Greenstone Station Inc
HDR
Heliostar Metals Ltd.
Horst Expediting & Remote 

Operations Inc.
Hyak Mining Co.
Hy-Tech Drilling USA Inc.
Idaho Mining Association
IMDEX
Industrial Pumps of Alaska
Institute of Northern Engineering
International Directional Services
JCM Industries Inc.
Juneau Economic Development 

Council
Just Refiners USA, Inc.
Klondike Placer Miners’ Association
Knight Piesold & Company
Kuna Engineering
Lignite Energy Council
Madison Lumber & Hardware Inc.
Mascott Equipment
Matanuska Telecom Association
Matson
MFCP
Mitsubishi Materials USA Corp
Modern Machinery
Montana Mining Association
Motion Industries
MSI Communications
Mueller Electric Div II
National Mining Association
Nevada Mining Association
New Mexico Mining Association
North Star Terminal & Stevedore Co. 

LLC
Northern Air Cargo
Northern Industrial Training, LLC 

(Anchorage)
Northern Permafrost Consulting
Northrim Bank, NA

Northwest Mine Supply
Northwest Pump
Northwest Territories & Nunavut 

Chamber of Mines
Pacific Rim Chemicals
Pathfinder Aviation, LLC
Perkins Coie LLP
Petro Marine Services
Prospectors & Developers Association 

of Canada
PX4 Software
Ram-Enterprise
Remote Made Easy (PSSA)
Remote Site Services Inc.
Republic Services
Resource Development Council
Roughstock Mining Services LLC
Royal Gold Inc.
Samson Tug & Barge
Sandvik
Sealaska Corporation/Alaska Coastal 

Aggregates LLC
SECON/Southeast Roadbuilders
Shoreside Petroleum Inc.
SKAPS Industries
SLR International Corporation
SMS Equipment Inc.
Society For Mining, Metallurgy & 

Exploration
Soloy Helicopters LLC
Sophie Station Suites - Fountainhead 

Hotels
Southeast Conference
SRK Consulting
Stantec Consulting Inc.
StateFire DC Specialties
Stoel  Rives LLP
Sullivan Water Wells
T & J Enterprises Inc.
Temsco Helicopters Inc.
The Alliance
The Silver Institute
TOTE LLC
Tyler Rental Inc.
Ucore Rare Metals Inc.
University Redi-Mix
Utah Mining Association
Valdez Creek Mining
VEGA Americas
Visit Anchorage
Wells Fargo Bank Alaska
Women’s Mining Coalition
World Trade Center Alaska
WSP USA Inc.
Wyoming Mining Association
Yukon Chamber of Mines
Zonge International Inc.
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Thank you to all the AMA corporate and individual members who joined or renewed their membership to the 
association in March and April. You make AMA possible!

Corporations
AIDEA 
Alaska Carquest LLC 
Alaska Frontier Constructors Inc. 
Ambler Metals LLC 
Borealis Fuels and Logistics 
ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc. 
Equipment Source, Inc. 
Freegold Ventures Ltd 
Frontier Supply Company 
GBA Assaying & Refining 
General Refining Corporation 
Hy-Tech Drilling USA Inc. 
Modern Machinery 
Mueller Electric Div II 
Nebari Partners 
Nuna Geologic Services 
Ram-Enterprise 
SECON/Southeast Roadbuilders 

StateFire DC Specialties 
T & J Enterprises Inc. 
Teck Alaska Inc. - Red Dog 
Tectonic Metals Inc. 
VEGA Americas 
Wells Fargo Bank Alaska

Operators
Don Easterly
Marshall Ney

Professionals
Sean & Ashley Conley
Regina Daniels
Long Fan
Timothy Flynn
Kirsten Fristad
Patrick McCann
Kelsey Stockert

Individuals
Rick Ames
Michael A Belowich
Thor Bergstrom
Craig Biers
Brandon Brefczynski
Brian Butterworth
L. Roger Calloway Jr.
Cal Craig
Shareen Crosby
Steve Cutler
Erik Douglas
John Ellsworth
Nick Ferree
Jeff Foley
Logan Fusso
Clark Gillam

New and Renewing Members

Ÿ Underground Ventilation Design and Modeling

Ÿ Maintenance Planning and Scheduling
Ÿ Mine Supply Services

Ÿ Mine Design, Planning and Scheduling Services 
Utilizing Deswik and Ventsim 3D software

Ÿ Mine Management Services for New/Existing 
Mines

Ÿ Underground Mine Surveying

Ÿ 43-101 Feasibility Studies and QP Reporting

 

Ÿ Mine Startup Assistance with From Greenelds 
Exploration to FS Mine

Steve Cutler - President                        (406) 580-7016
Josh Walton - General Manager           (406) 696-9417
Larry Carr - Alaska District Manager    (406) 561-9387

roughstockmining.com

Serving mines worldwide since 2012 with 
experience and passion for the industry.

Let our combination of hands on experience
and education be the guide to the success 

of your operation.  

Combining the latest
advances in mining 
software with unmatched
hands on mining 
experience.

Arctic Trace 
® 

Submersible Heat Trace 
Freeze Protection System 
"Inside the Pipe or Vessel" 

www.arctictrace.com 
(907) 522-3004

Applications:
 Monitoring Wells
 Commercial Water Line 
 Deep Well Tracing
 Gutter & Drain
 Waste & Vent 
 Septic Tank & Sewer Outfall 
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New and Renewing Members

Thomas Griswold
Chantal Groom
Wayne Hall
Shalon Harrington
Chuck Heath
Jim Hill
Brandon Hopkins
Tim Horn
Ken Hughes
Shari Borglund & Frank Humpal
Cheryl Jong
Anna Kohl
Stewart Langer
Dave & Vanessa Larimer
Vanessa Larimer
George Lounsbury
Alivia Lowell
Miles Macdonald
TJ Mason
Sam Mazzeo
Mac Meiners
Jim Munsell

Ron ‘Stretch’ Payne
Chloe Peterson
Jennifer Rachels
George Rauscher
Tony Reda
Robyn Reyes
Dan Rogers
Randy Ruaro
Jeff San Juan
Roger Schnabel
Greta Schuerch
Caroline Schultz
Mark Smith
Samuel Smith
Todd Smith
Derek Sokolan
William & Anna Sonday
Lee & Melinda St. Pierre
Richard Stickle
Jeff Taylor
Walt Thomson
Bruce & Kathi Tweet

Ben Veach
Bill Vivlamore
J Kristina Walcott
Walter D Wells
Terry Williams
Jason Wilneff
Josie Wilson
Frank & Mary Yates
Leslie Yesnik
Jesse Billmeier & Betsy Young

Not yet a member of the Alaska 
Miners Association? Or have not yet 
renewed your membership? Renew 
today so you don’t miss a single 
issue of The Alaska Miner or the 
2024 Alaska Miners Handbook and 
Service Directory, available only to 
AMA members. Call or email Jennifer 
Luiten, Membership and Fundraising 
Director at 907-270-9232; jennifer@
AlaskaMiners.org.

Looking for an issue? 
The Alaska Miner and  

The Alaska Miner Journal are online: 
alaskaminers.org/monthly-journal

www.alaskaminers.org  I  The Alaska Miner  I  June 2024 25



Alaska Mining Calendar

n June 20: ARE Anchorage Coal Classic Golf 
Tournament

n June 22-23: Gold Rush Days, Juneau

n July 25-28: Southeast Alaska State Fair, Haines

n July 11: ARE Fairbanks Coal Classic Golf 
Tournament

n Aug. 4: AMA’s 85th Anniversary

n Aug. 17: Mining Day at the Alaska State Fair, 
Palmer

n Sept. 24-26: MineEXPO International, Las Vegas, 
Nev.; www.minexpo.com

n Nov. 4-8: Annual Convention and Trade Show, 
Anchorage

n Dec. 2-6: American Exploration & Mining 
Association Annual Meeting, Location TBD

AMA Branch Meetings

n AMA’s eight statewide branches hold meetings 
either weekly or monthly throughout the year, 
featuring roundtables of agency updates 
elected officials, and presentations.  Branches 
frequently break for summer - please visit AMA’s 
website to see the most up to date information 
on branch meetings. 

n AMA Statewide Zooms are adjourned for the 
summer!

Dedicated to the 
responsible 

development of 
Alaska’s resources. 

 Geologic Consulting 
 Geologic Staffing 
 Geologic Engineering 
 Reporting (including 43-101) 
 Logistics/Operation Coordination 
 Remote Site Management 
 GIS Services 
 Permitting Assistance 
 Community Engagement 
 Claims Staking 
 Claims Administration 
 Equipment Rental 

12100 Industry Way Unit P-9, Anchorage, AK 99515 
www.alaskaearthsciences.com 

907-522-4664 

—  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  — 

AVAIL ABLE STATE WIDE

operations@coastalhelicopters.com

907-789-5600
www.coastalhelicopters.com

✓ CONSTRUCTION ✓ EXPLORATION
✓ CONTRACT ✓ SUPPORT ✓ CHARTER

 BUILDING ALASKA 
ONE OUNCE AT A TIME
Our firm understanding of Alaska’s unique challenges and 
commitment to HSSE and planning have translated into 
satisfied mining clients across the state.

We get dirty so you get the pay dirt.

Commitment to Safety & Quality  |  Anchorage · Kenai · Deadhorse
www.conamco.com  |  907-278-6600
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www.oxfordmetals.com
1.907.561.5237

GET
THE
MOST
FOR
YOUR
GOLD!
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