
Alaska Miners Association

121 W Fireweed Ln. Ste. 120

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Journal of the Alaska Miners Association

March 2020 Volume 48, Number 3

Changing the way business  
is done in Alaska

gbarefining.com
907-479-4653

Join us March 30-April 4 in Fairbanks  
for the Biennial Conference.  

Register today at AlaskaMiners.org.

“Next Generation: The Future”
Fairbanks 2020 Conference



*Comparison of Cummins engine configuration against EX5600-6.

REDUCE FUEL
CONSUMPTION 
BY 8%*

OUR IRON WILL WAS TO

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED.
INTRODUCING THE EX5600-7.
See all the improvements at HitachiConstruction.com/EX5600-7.

SO YOUR IRON WILL BE 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED.

SO YOUR IRON WILL BE 

EVEN MORE 
EFFICIENT.

ANCHORAGE BRANCH
5400 Homer Drive         
Anchorage, AK 99518    
(907) 563-3822
(907) 563-1381 F

FAIRBANKS BRANCH
2615 20th Ave              
Fairbanks, AK 99709   
(907) 455-9600
(907) 455-9700 F

JUNEAU BRANCH
5302 Commercial Blvd       
Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 780-4030
(907) 780-4800 F

KETCHIKAN BRANCH
7332 N. Tongass Hwy.
Ketchikan, AK 99901
(907) 247-2228
(907) 247-2229 F

Clayton Dunn
Sales and PSSR

Fairbanks Branch

Wade Gies
Operations Manager

19-HIT-0395_EX5600-7_Alaska_Miners_Mag_8.375x10.875.indd   1 9/27/19   11:22 AM

PROUDLY PROVIDING ALASKA
with underground, surface and

helicopter supported core drilling for
mineral exploration and geotechnical work.

800-322-3201 • office@ruendrilling.com

ruendrilling.com 

www.alaskaminers.org  I  The Alaska Miner  I  March 2020 3



The Alaska Miner is the official journal of the Alaska Miners 
Association, published eight times a year exclusively to 
our members.
It is published in partnership with the Alaska 
Miners Association by Fireweed Strategies LLC, 
4849 Potter Crest Circle, Anchorage, AK 99516.
We actively seek contributions from our members and the 
mining industry. Please email story ideas and photos to 
Lee Leschper.

Advertising Rates and New Tips
For advertising information, or to submit news, story ideas 
and photos, call or email Lee Leschper at 907-957-6025 
or Lee.Leschper@FireweedStrategies.com
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Mark Huffington, Fairbanks
Liz Cornejo, Haines
Jim Clark, Juneau
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Andrew Spokely, Ketchikan/Prince of Wales

Committee Chairmen
Kevin Adler, Convention
Howard Grey and JP Tangen, Federal Oversight
Steve Grabacki, Fisheries
Meg Smith, HR/Workforce Development
Paul Glavinovich, State Oversight

Follow us anytime:
Online at AlaskaMiners.org
Like us on Facebook at Alaska Miners Association
Follow us on Twitter @alaskaminers

On The Cover: The Spring Biennial Alaska Miners 
Convention in Fairbanks will offer plenty to see and 
do. Attendees may even get to see the Northern 
Lights while they’re at the event.

Dear Members,
As we head into the Fairbanks Conference, 
it is a good time to reflect on the power 
of the geographic diversity of our 
membership. 

Since the beginning of this year, it seems 
I have been splitting my time between 
Anchorage, Fairbanks and (more 
proportionately) Juneau. Meeting with the 
miners and members in these communities 
so greatly benefits the work we do! 

In Juneau, working alongside Branch Chair 
Jim Clark, we’ve been keeping those folks 
aware of the work we are doing on the Tier 
3 waters issue, as well as important mineral 
tenure legislation. Juneau has a great group 
of business-minded people that meets 
regularly and they’re keenly interested in 
not just our state initiatives, but our federal 
efforts as well, like the comments we are 
compiling on the revisions to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) revisions; 
the Roadless Rule Exemption for the 
Tongass; and the final Waters of the United 
States (WOTUS) rule. 

We also had a great legislative reception in 
mid-February with the Associated General 
Contractors of Alaska and Alaska Trucking 
Association. It continues to be a pleasure 
to host this event with these organizations 
and legislators appreciate us teaming up to 
have a single event where all can network.

Recently, my staff and I made a trip to 
Fairbanks the end of February for a branch 
meeting and Conference planning. It was 
a well overdue trip and it just made my day 
to see so many familiar faces. We had a 
lovely welcome from Branch Chair Mark 
Huffington and had a great discussion with 
Interior miners about the efforts coming 
out of the statewide office. Roger Burggraf 
adjourns their meeting, which was quite 
possibly the sweetest part of the morning 
for me. Interior Alaska is truly a fantastic 
group of people. Thank you for having us, 
and I’ll be back soon!

We are looking forward to a great 
Fairbanks Biennial Conference. We’ve had 
productive meetings and are just a few 
weeks away. This journal is packed with 
information regarding what you can expect 
the week of March 30 to April 4! 

In all three of the statewide communities 
I have visited recently, members have 
shared concerns about changes to the 
University of Alaska. This is no doubt a 
complex and challenging situation, and 
one we do not take lightly Our State 
Oversight and Executive Committees have 
deliberated AMA’s role and position at 
length, and arrived at a position included in 
our 2020 Issues of Concern document:

Maintain a highly trained Alaskan 
workforce through support of all mining 
and geology related degree programs 
in the UA system, the UAF Mining and 
Geologic Engineering program, and 
vocational training programs like MAPTS. 

We have testified several times on our 
position and will continue to advocate for 
the right programs to be maintained at the 
University, while recognizing the need for 
fiscal reform.

I look forward to visiting other branches in 

the near future. Blake Bogart’s group in 
Nome has been bustling to prepare for the 
summer season and our new Kenai branch 
chair, Houston Morris, has invited us this 
summer for fishing and a branch meeting.  
Last year, AMA Officer Lorali Simon held a 
meeting to check in with our folks in Healy, 
and I know she is looking forward to doing 
so again in 2020. Finally, Karen Matthias 
with Council of Alaska Producers and I are 
planning to build upon a successful Mining 
Day at the Southeast Alaska State again 
this year with Haines Chair Liz Cornejo.

The issues of AMA take the majority of my 
time, but the members of this association 
are what make me love my job. This truly 
is a genuine, hardworking and motivated 
group of people, and I am extremely 
blessed to be a part of this group.

Can’t wait to see so many of you in 
Fairbanks. 

Many thanks, 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director

A  Message from the Executive Director

Dear Alaskans,

Pebble has a clear path forward. This is an 
exciting time for us — and for all Alaskans.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has revoked the pre-emptive veto against 
Pebble. This signals a fair, equitable, and 
reliable permitting process.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
released the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) — a thorough and objective 
evaluation which shows clearly that Pebble 
can co-exist with the fisheries.

We are committed to a project that benefits 
all Alaskans. It is time to move forward.

Tom Collier, CEO 
Pebble Partnership

A CLEAR PATH FORWARD
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Fairbanks 27th Biennial Conference 2020

The future of Alaska mining, and the next generation of 
miners who will lead the industry, are the focus for the 
Spring Biennial Alaska Miners Convention in Fairbanks. 

The spring event, March 30-April 4, is hosted by the 
AMA Fairbanks chapter and gives Interior miners and 
mines a chance to showcase their success stories. 

Make plans now to attend! Registration is available now 
at AlaskaMiners.org.

The conference centers around technical sessions, field 
trips to local mines, various educational programs and 
a trade show. This conference will allow you to meet 
professionals from all aspects of the mining industry 
while enjoying spring in Interior Alaska. 

Conference week includes many networking events, 
a mining trade show, representatives from operating 
mines and potential mining development projects 
in Alaska, educational short courses and technical 
sessions. This year’s agenda will include a look at many 
of the forces shaping the coming decades — potential 
new projects, more access to resources, the challenges 
of training and recruitment of more miners, and the role 
of new technology.

The Fairbanks conference is also a great time for local 
miners who might not make the fall convention to learn 
and connect with the industry.

Registration is open at AlaskaMiners.org, as well as 
updates on programs and speakers.

Fairbanks also offers attendees the unique opportunity 
to visit several area mines with both above and below 
ground tours. Space is limited for these tours, which 
always sell out, so reserve your spot as soon as 
possible.

Tours will be March 30-31 and April 4. Reservations can 
be made at AlaskaMiners.org. Most conference events 
are at the Carlson Center in Fairbanks.

It’s the support of our industry, both as sponsors and as 
vendors displaying at our trade show, that make these 
events possible. It’s not too late to sign up as a sponsor 
or to reserve your booth at the Trade Show or Core 
Shack. Call or email Jennifer Luiten for more information 
at 907-563-9225 or Jennifer@AlaskaMiners.org.

We have secured special conference hotel rates from 
both the Westmark and Clarion Hotels. Go online at 
AlaskaMiners.org for discount codes and to make 
reservations. 

Alaska Airlines is again offering a 7% discount on airfare 
to the conference. Travel dates are March 27-April 7 and 
you’ll need the conference discount code ECFM58 to 
earn the discount when book flights.

Register today and watch AlaskaMiners.org and our 
Alaska Miners Facebook page for daily updates!

SPECIAL EVENTS
Fairbanks Conference registration 
includes access to the trade 
show and all technical sessions 
Wednesday (April 1) - Friday 
(April 3). Registration is $175 for 
AMA members and $300 for non-
members. 

Registration does not include 
meals, mine tours or short courses, 
for which you need to purchase 
separately. Breakfasts $25, Keynote 
Luncheons $35, Awards Banquet 
$65. 

 

Wednesday, April 1 
Keynote Luncheon: Darryl Steane, 
President Ambler Metals LLC 

 

Thursday, April 2 
Breakfast: Mining District 
Breakfast 

Luncheon: Chad Padgett, State 
Director BLM 

Banquet: Banquet and Awards 
Ceremony 

 

Friday, April 3 
Breakfast: Friends of UAF 
Breakfast 

Luncheon: Corri Feige, 
Commissioner, Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources

Mining Industry Award Nominations 

  

SHORT COURSES 
($250 including lunch) 

Monday, March 30 
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Short Course No. 1: Critical & 
Strategic Minerals 

The Short Course includes a 
review of the major mineral deposit 
types that are host to the fourteen 
rare earth elements (REEs), the 
six platinum group elements 
(PGEs) and seven other critical 

and strategic elements that are 
particularly germane to Alaska. 
Examples of known occurrences of 
those deposit types in Alaska and 
northwestern Canada along with the 
potential for the discovery of new 
occurrences of these deposit types 
shall be discussed. 

 

Tuesday, March 31 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Short Course No. 2: Placer Mine 
Permitting 

The Short Course includes is 
intended to provide the small 
mines operator with information 
on permitting issues that apply to 
the industry.  This short course is 
designed to provide small mines 
operators with information to help 
them navigate the permitting 
process. Presenters will cover 
the gamut of federal, state, and 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
permitting and compliance 
requirements for mining operations.  

MINE TOURS 
March 30 - Usibelli Coal Mine 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $250 

Depart Carlson Center at 8:30 a.m. 
and arrive back at Carlson Center 
around 4 p.m. Box lunch will be 
provided. It may be worth noting 
that Usibelli has won numerous 
awards for reclamation, which it 
began long before there were any 
environmental requirements to do 
so. 

  

March 31 - UAF Power 
plant, Limestone plant 
and USACE CRREL Permafrost 
Tunnel 
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; $250 

Depart Carlson Center at 9:30 
am and arrive back at the Carlson 
Center around 4 pm. Box lunch 
provided. The group will tour 
the new University of Alaska-

Fairbanks (UAF) Combined Heat 
and Power Plant, which may be the 
last conventional coal-fired power 
plant constructed in the U.S and 
was named a 2019 Top Plant by 
Power Magazine. The new plant has 
a circulating fluidized bed boiler, 
has the lowest emission rates for 
PM2.5 of any coal plant in the U.S. 
and emits only 20 percent of the 
nitrogen oxide (NOx) produced by 
the previous UAF plant. Next, the 
group will drive to Fox for a brief 
tour of the Limestone plant, then 
on to the Cold Regions Research 
Engineering Laboratory Permafrost 
Tunnel, which will have just finished 
a big expansion when we tour.  The 
tunnel exposes 45,000 years of 
frozen, fine-grained soil including 
organics, bacteria, and bones 
frozen in place.

 

April 4 - Pogo Mine 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.; $250 

Depart Carlson Center at 7 am 
and arrive back at Carlson Center 
around 7 pm. Lunch will be provided 
at the Pogo cafeteria. At the mine, 
the group will split in two, with one 
group touring the mill while the 
other goes underground, then the 
groups will change places.  

 

 All prices are based on per person 
and include lunch

MSHA REFRESHER COURSES
Free with registered convention 
attendance; $200 if not registered 
for convention. Per person and does 
not included lunch. 

Saturday, April 4 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
MSHA Surface Refresher 

 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 8 a.m. -  
5 p.m.  
MSHA Underground Refresher

Fairbanks 27th Biennial Conference 2020
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Donlin Gold is poised to be one of the largest, highest-grade, and most 

prospective open-pit gold deposits in the world. We believe that it should be 

developed responsibly – through a safe and healthy workplace, stewardship 

of the environment, and the preservation of traditional cultures.

novagold.com

 

Conference Sponsors  (as of press time)

SILVER

ConocoPhillips Alaska  •  GCI  •  NC Machinery  •  Ruen Drilling Inc.  •   
Stinson LLP  •  Teck Alaska - Red Dog Operations

COPPER

Alaska Aggregate Products, LLC  •  Alaska Business  •  Coeur Alaska-Kensington Mine  •  
CONAM Construction Company  •  Lynden  •  North of 60 Mining News  •  Northrim Bank  

•  Sandvik Mining and Rock Technology  •  SRK Consulting  •  Taiga Mining Company  •  
Trilogy Metals US

COAL
Beacon Occupational Health and Safety Services, Inc. • Core Geoscience • Denali Industrial Supply Inc. • 

Flowline Alaska, Inc. • H2T Mine Engineering Services LLP • Just Refiners USA, Inc. • 
Lifewater Engineering Company • McDowell Group • Millrock Resources Inc. • 

Mining and Petroleum Training Service • Owl Ridge Natural Resource Consultants, Inc. • 
Samson Tug & Barge Co., Inc. • SLR International Corporation • Stoel Rives LLP • TOTE Maritime Alaska Inc. 

• Tower Hill Mines, Inc.-Livengood Gold Project • Travis/Peterson Environmental Consulting, Inc.

Construction Machinery Industrial LLC

Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company

Kinross-Fort Knox

Northern Star Resources

Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.

GOLD

SPECIALTY
Banquet Wine: Orica Alaska
Convention Bags: Oxford Assaying & Refining Corp 
iPad Pro Science Fair Award: GCI
Name Badges: Geotemps, Inc. 

Follow AMA on Twitter @AlaskaMiners and Facebook AlaskaMiners
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Sitting here at my desk thinking 
about the upcoming Alaska 
Miners Association 27th Biennial 
Conference, I feel so fortunate of 
the wonderful people that I have met 
and became friends with in my nine 
winters in Fairbanks. 

I love Interior Alaska and Fairbanks 
as they offer a remarkable place to 
live for enjoying a career I so dearly 
love — that of being a miner. 

Through my professional career, 
I have realized that miners are a 
wonderful group of people who care 
for others and will gladly jump in to 
help others; miners are family. As 
you all know, mining has provided 
the raw materials for countless 
products and services that we all 
enjoy in our daily lives.

It’s an honor to chair the AMA 
Fairbanks Conference Committee 
for this event March 30-April 4 at the 
Carlson Center. I can’t say enough 
about the committee members; such 
a talented group of industry minded 
professionals. 

The conference’s theme of “Next 
Generation: The Future” will bring 
miners, educators, professionals 
and vendors from throughout Alaska 
and other parts of the globe. Mining 
is a growing industry in Alaska, 
providing thousands of jobs in more 
than 50 Alaskan cities. With Alaska 
being in the forefront of Arctic mining 
and exploration, the week-long event 
will highlight innovation and research 
surrounding arctic environments 
with two days of short courses and 
three days of technical sessions 
that will also include mining projects 
throughout Alaska. 

Conference attendees will also 
enjoy tours of area mines and area 
facilities. Tours include the Usibelli 
Coal Mine near Healy, the Pogo 
Mine near Delta Junction, the Corps 
of Engineers Permafrost Tunnel 
north of Fairbanks and the new 
clean-burning coal-fired power plant 
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

The conference will host two mining 
short courses during its first two 
days. The courses include Critical 
and Strategic Minerals and Placer 
Mine Permitting. Technical sessions 
will follow during the next three 
days. This event is an opportunity 
for members of one of Alaska’s 
largest industries to come together 
to discuss innovations and economic 
planning. 

Technical sessions will include 
topics on Placer Mining, Policy 
and Regulations Update, Alaska 
Geology, Prospecting Alaska 
Mineral Resources, Engineering 
and Innovation, and Alaska Projects 
and Mines. Listening and learning 
from speakers during the short 
courses and technical sessions will 
excite even those with decades of 
experience, and the novice will go 
away shaking their head thinking, “I 
didn’t know it could be done this way 
... why didn’t I think of that.” 

For a detailed schedule of the week’s 
events, please visit the conference 
website at alaskaminers.org. 

Mining professionals will gather 
in Fairbanks for a three-day trade 
show from April 1-3. Exhibitors of 
local and not so local mining related 
vendors will display their products 
inside the Carlson Center, and 
heavy equipment will proudly be 

displayed. The trade show will have 
a core shack area with exhibits from 
Alaska’s exploration projects. There 
will also be exhibits of local youth 
science fair projects focused on 
Alaska’s natural resources. 

The conference allows attendees 
to reacquaint themselves with old 
friends, and the opportunity of 
making new ones. There is nothing 
like sharing stories over a cup of 
coffee at a vendor’s booth of what 
once was and what will be. 

We are also excited to invite the 
public to visit the vendor trade show 
on Thursday, March 29 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  

Of course, miners love to feast 
at banquets. The Westmark will 
be the site for the conference 
banquet Thursday evening with 
good fellowship, entertainment, and 
silent and live auctions supporting 
the Alaska Resource Education 
program. Three AMA biennial 
awards will also be presented to 
honored individuals for the Golden 
Heart Service Award, Promising 
Prospector Award, and the Hawley 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Let us not forget the Alaska Mining 
Hall of Fame Foundation. They will 
be holding their special Hall of Fame 
event honoring mining pioneers 
and new Hall of Fame inductees 
on Wednesday evening beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Fountainhead 
Auto Museum. All are invited and I 
look forward to a packed house for 
honoring Alaska mining forebears.

There will be something for 
everyone interested in mining at 
this week-long event and one that 
all miners can be proud of. For 
more information about AMA and 
the 27th Biennial Conference, visit 
the alaskaminers.org website and 
Alaska Miners Association Facebook 
page.

Come and join us for a GREAT week!

Mark Huffington,  
Conference Chair

Your Southeast Alaska Mine Supply Headquarters

www.tylerrental.com
(907) 780-2210 Authorized Dealer

Photo: Sandvik Photo: Sandvik

Let’s Make it Happen!

“Development and 
job opportunities can 
coexist in harmony with 
the subsistence way of 
life, because you need 
one to effectively do  
the other.” 

 – Andrea Gusty,  
President & CEO,  
The Kuskokwim Corporation

To learn more, visit us at donlingold.com

Welcome to Fairbanks and Our 27th Biennial Conference

March 2020  I  The Alaska Miner  I  www.alaskaminers.org www.alaskaminers.org  I  The Alaska Miner  I  March 202010 11



TIMBER
EXPLORATION
MINING 
SURVEY 
CARGO 
OPERATIONS

TEMSCO Helicopters, Inc.
PO Box 5057, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
Phone 907-225-5141  Fax 907-225-2340

www.temscoair.com

Serving all of 
Alaska since 

1958

TEMSCO
HELICOPTERS, INC.

TEMSCO
HELICOPTERS, INC.

• Mine Design, Planning and Scheduling Services 
(Vulcan 3-D, & Deswik Design Software)

• Ore Resource Modeling

• 43-101 Feasibility Studies and QP Reporting

• Mine Management Services for Existing and New Mines  
• Long Hole Mining Design and Management and Audit Services

• Underground Ventilation Design and Modeling  
(VentSim Software)

• Mine Infrastructure Design and Implementation

• Mine Startup Assistance with Geologic, Underground Survey, 
and Engineering Services

Roughstock Mining Services
Steve Cutler-General Manager

4671 Shandalyn Lane
Bozeman, Montana 59718

406-580-7016
www.roughstockmining.com

MINE DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT

David S. Manzer, Landman
dmanzer@aklandstatus.com
Tel: (907) 563-8882 
5381 Tudortop Circle
Anchorage, AK 99507-1631

Alaska Land 
Status, Inc.
Alaska Land 
Status, Inc.

• Due Diligence Mineral  
Title Examination

• Land Status Research
• Land and Claim  

Management Expertise

In Business Since 1988

The Executive Summary of the 
Preliminary Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (PFEIS) for the 
Pebble Project leaked to the media 
demonstrates the project can be 
done without harming the Bristol Bay 
fishery and would be beneficial to 
communities closest to the project, 
Pebble Partnership CEO Tom Collier 
said in a release Feb. 11.

The document was prepared by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE).

“We are encouraged by the 
information in this leaked copy of 
the executive summary and believe 
the final EIS will support issuing a 
permit for the construction of a mine 
at Pebble and that it can be done 
responsibly. The findings show the 
project can be developed without 
harm to the Bristol Bay fishery and 
would have important economic 
benefits for communities closest to 
the mine,” said Collier.

Collier noted that the release of the 
PFEIS to the cooperating federal, 
state, local and tribal agencies 
shows that the permitting process 
is advancing for the project and 
should meet the USACE’s published 
schedule for a final EIS this summer.

From the leaked Executive 
Summary:

n ES-76 There would be no 
measurable change in the number of 
returning salmon and the historical 
relationship between ex-vessel values 
and wholesale values.

n ES-69 Considering the low use 
of habitat to be removed, impacts 
to anadromous and resident fish 
populations from these direct habitat 
losses would be expected to fall within 
the range of natural variability.

n ES-38 Employment through 
the project would have beneficial 
economic effects on minority and 
low-income communities lasting for 
the life of the project.

n ES-35 (Subsistence) Overall, 
impacts to fish and wildlife would 
not be expected to impact harvest 
levels, because no population-level 
decrease in resources would be 

anticipated.

n ES-54 There would be no effects 
on any community groundwater 
or surface water supplies from the 
changes in groundwater flows at the 
mine site.

“Clearly there will be a lot more 
information to digest when the USACE 
releases the final EIS this summer. 
We believe it will show the level of 

diligence taken by the cooperating 
agencies to review the full technical 
scope of the project and to ensure 
all issues have been adequately 
evaluated in this process. We further 
believe it will show this project can 
be developed responsibly and in 
line with the expectations Alaskans 
have for economic development and 
environmental protection.”

Leaked Draft Final EIS Encouraging for Pebble Project

Book with us directly for the 
very best rates.

800-528-4916
askus@fountainheadhotels.com
www.FountainheadHotels.com

relax Modern touches, total comfort. Book 
the new King suite at Wedgewood 
Resort or chose between spacious  
1-, 2- or 3- bedroom suites.

Locally-owned and operated in Fairbanks, Alaska

settle in Cook your own meals in the one-bedroom, 
condo-style suites at Sophie Station. Or 
head to Zach’s Restaurant & Express Room 
Lounge for a delicious meal or nightcap.
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Steve Reidsma, PWS
(907) 450-1425
steve.reidsma@stantec.com

Helping
mines thrive.

Victor Ross
(907) 352-7809
victor.ross@stantec.com

4 Million Ounces of Gold!

Only pay for the speed you need...
Dynamic Routing! SM

On time and on budget.
At Lynden, we understand that plans change but deadlines 
don’t. That’s why we proudly offer our exclusive Dynamic 
Routing system. Designed to work around your unique 
requirements, Dynamic Routing allows you to choose 
the mode of transportation – air, sea or land – to control 
the speed of your deliveries so they arrive just as they are 
needed. With Lynden you only pay for the speed you need.

lynden.com   |   1-888-596-3361

In February, Northern Star Resources Limited’s 
Pogo Mine celebrated pouring its 4 mllionth ounce 
of gold. Here Pogo External Affairs Manager Wendie 
MacNaughton hefts the 50-pound of gold that included 
that milestone pour. Photo courtesy Northern Star 
Resources.
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SUNDAY
APRIL 5, 2020

REGISTRATION

BREAKFAST                   
7:00 - 8:00 a.m.

C

LUNCH
 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

SPEAKERS 
RECEPTION:

5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

STEM & 
SCIENCE FAIR:
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

TRADE SHOW 
(Various times listed)   

CARLSON CENTER 
CARLSON CENTER
CARLSON CENTER FOUNTAINHEAD AUTO

SUPPLIERS RECEPTION & 
AMAPAC FUNDRAISER:

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Placer Mining

22002200  AAMMAA  FFAAIIRRBBAANNKKSS  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  &&  TTRRAADDEE  SSHHOOWW
NEXT GENERATION | THE FUTURE

CMI

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 1, 2020

THURSDAY
APRIL 2, 2020

Break: 9:30-10:00 a.m.

7:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.

TRADE SHOW
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

TRADE SHOW
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

TRADE SHOW
8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

TEARDOWN - 2:30 p.m.

EVENING
5:00 - 9:30 p.m.

(Various times listed)

AMA Banquet 
& Industry Awards
Cocktails 6:00 p.m.
Banquet 7:00 p.m.

MORNING
8:00  -  9:00 a.m.

AFTERNOON               
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Break: 3:00-3:30 p.m. Break: 3:00-3:30 p.m.

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Prospecting Alaska's 
Mineral Resources

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Policy and 

Regulations Update

SHORT COURSE 2:

Placer Mine 
Permitting

SHORT COURSE 1:

Critical & Strategic 
Minerals

*Begins at 7:30 a.m. 
today

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Prospecting Alaska's 
Mineral Resources

Friends of UAF 
Breakfast

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Engineering & 

Innovation

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Alaska Projects 

and Mines

KEYNOTE LUNCHEON
with Darryl Steane, 

Ambler Metals

KEYNOTE LUNCHEON
with Chad Padgett, 
State Director BLM

MONDAY
MARCH 30, 2020

7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

Mining District
Breakfast

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Alaska Geology

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Policy and 

Regulations Update

Break: 9:30-10:00 a.m.

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Alaska Geology

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Placer Mining

SATURDAY
APRIL 4, 2020

TUESDAY
MARCH 31, 2020

7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

BUSWELL PIONEER
EXHIBIT HALL

UAF POWER 
PLANT & 

PERMAFROST 
TUNNEL

9:30 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m.

MSHA 
SURFACE 

REFRESHER

ALL DAY 
8:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m.

CARLSON 
CENTER

WESTMARK HOTEL

AMA Board of Directors Meeting 
5:00 - 7:00 P.M. 

TRADE SHOW SET-UP
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

NORTHERN 
STAR - 

POGO MINE 
TOUR

7:00 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m.

Mining Hall of Fame 
Inductions: 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.       

813 NOBLE STREET - FAIRBANKS 99701
2615 20TH AVE. - FAIRBANKS 99709

FRIDAY
APRIL 3, 2020

Break: 9:30-10:00 a.m.

OneALASKA Rally
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

CARLSON CENTER - ROOM KEY: OTHER EVENT LOCATIONS - ROOM KEY:

NO ROOMS - MINE TOURS (various locations - all day tours)

USIBELLI 
MINE 
TOUR

8:30 a.m - 
4:00 p.m

PROW ROOM

MSHA 
UNDERGROUND 

REFRESHER

ALL DAY 
8:00 a.m. -  
5:00 p.m.

CMI 

212 WEDGEWOOD DR. - FAIRBANKS  99701

7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Engineering & 

Innovation

KEYNOTE LUNCHEON
with Corri Feige, 

Commissioner, AK DNR

Break: 3:00-3:30 p.m.

TECHNICAL SESSION:
Alaska Projects 

and Mines
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2020 Fairbanks 27th Biennial Conference  
March 30 - April 4, 2020

Carlson Center - Fairbanks, Alaska
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Introducing

YOUR SMART PHONE JUST GOT
A WHOLE LOT SMARTER!

The lowest cost of entry for any satellite two-way device on the market today.

Find an STS dealer near you today at

206.321.6896
www.SatelliteWest.com

The lowest cost of entry for any satellite two-way device on the market today.

Contact your nearest dealer today

• Least cost routing
 WiFi - Cellular - Satellite
• Unheard of 950
 character messaging 
• Lower cost of service
• Ease of use
• Worldwide Coverage
 via Iridium

Advantages
compared
to competition:

Spring 2020 
Mining Trade Show
Carlson Center, 
Fairbanks

April 1-2
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
April 3
8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Suppliers Reception &
AMPAC Fundraiser 
April 1, 5-7 p.m.

Register today and 
watch AlaskaMiners.org 
and our Alaska Miners 
Facebook page for daily 
updates!

See a complete list of Companies and Exhibitors taking part in our 
Trade Show on page 20. See you at the Show!
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AMA likes to recognize the rock 
stars of Alaska’s mining industry at 
our Banquet and Industry Awards 
Ceremony at the Biennial Conference 
in Fairbanks.

Awards are presented to members 
of AMA nominated by their peers for 
outstanding service, practices, and 
more. Please consider nominating 
a person, colleague, company or 
project for recognition at this year’s 
Awards Banquet held Thursday, April 
2. Nominations must be received by 
March 13 in order to be considered 
by the selection committee, and can 
be submitted by emailing them to 
Deantha Crockett, Executive Director at 
deantha@alaskaminers.org. 

Here are brief descriptions of each 
award. More detail and nomination 
forms are online at AlaskaMiners.org.

Golden Heart Service Award

The Golden Heart Service Award 
honors an individual active in AMA 
who has exemplified the spirit of 
advocating for Alaska’s miners. This 
award recognizes someone who has 
gone above and beyond to provide 
significant effort, expertise, or funding 
to an issue impacting Alaska’s miners 
and demonstrates a commitment to 
fostering long-term viability of Alaska’s 
miners, for the benefit of all Alaskans.  

Promising Prospector Award

The Promising Prospector Award 
honors a new face or up and coming 
Alaska miner who has made a positive 
impact on the mining industry in 
Alaska. This award will recognize 
a miner who embodies a passion 
and commitment to promoting 
Alaska through responsible mineral 
development.

Charles C. Hawley Lifetime 
Achievement Award

The Charles C. Hawley Lifetime 
Achievement Award is named in honor 
of the longtime AMA member and 
former Executive Director Emeritus 
who dedicated his entire career to 

advancing Alaska’s mining industry. 
This award seeks to recognize the 
service contributions of a mining 
industry pioneer, individual or 
employee who, like Chuck, devoted 
his professional life to ensuring a 
successful mining industry in Alaska.

Please limit submissions to no more 
than 1,000 words. Submissions 

should be sent via email to Deantha@
alaskaminers.org by close of business 
March 13. Applications will be 
reviewed by a 5-person committee 
comprised of the AMA Board 
Officers, AMA Executive Director, and 
Convention Committee Chairmen. 
The winner will be announced at the 
banquet April 2.

AMA Mining Industry Award Nominations Open

n ACZ Laboratories, Inc.

n Airgas an Air Liquide 
Company

n Alaska Aggregate Products, 
LLC

n Alaska Business 

n Alaska Dreams, Inc.

n Alaska Industrial Hardware

n Alaska Minerals Inc.

n Alaska Railroad

n Alaska Resource Education

n Alaska Rubber & Rigging 
Supply

n Alaska Satellite Internet

n Alaska Steel Co.

n Alaskan Gun Guard, LLC

n Ambler Metals LLC

n Beacon Occupational Health 
and Safety Services, Inc.

n BeadedStream

n Black Gold Express, Inc.

n BLM Minerals

n Boreal GeoSciences

n Brenntag Pacific, Inc.

n Builders Choice Modular, LLC

n Bureau Veritas Minerals

n C & R Pipe and Steel, Inc.

n Camp Water Industries LLC

n Clarion Hotel and Suites

n CONAM Construction 
Company

n Conrad Houston Insurance

n Construction Machinery 
Industrial, LLC

n Crowley Fuels

n Delta Mining Services, LLC

n Delta P Pump

n Delta Western LLC dba Inlet 
Energy

n Denali Industrial Supply Inc 

n DXP Alaska Pump & Supply 

n EcoSolution Distributing

n Elemetal Direct  

n Energy Laboratories Inc.

n Environmental Compliance 
Consultants, Inc. (ECC)

n Equipment Source, Inc.

n Explore Fairbanks

n Fairbanks Block and Building 
Materials

n Fireweed Strategies LLC

n Frontier Supply 

n General Refining Corporation

n Geotemps, Inc.

n GES - Global Equipment 
Services Inc.

n GF Urecon / ISCO - AH 
McElroy

n Gold Buyers of Alaska: GBA 
Assaying & Refining

n Golder Associates Inc.

n Green Star of Interior Alaska

n Greg Erkins

n Heritage Rock & Services

n Howee’s Machine Shop

n International Directional 
Services

n Kinross-Fort Knox

n Lifewater Engineering 
Company

n Lynden

n Mascott Equipment Company

n Millrock Resources Inc.

n Motion & Flow Control 
Products Inc.

n Motion Industries

n NC Machinery

n North of 60 Mining News

n Northern Sonic Drilling and 
Consulting

n OneALASKA

n Orica Alaska

n Oxford Assaying & Refining 
Corp

n Pro-Seal Service Group

n Quantum Machine Works Ltd

n Roughstock Mining Services

n Sample Archive System, Inc.

n Samson Tug & Barge Co., Inc.

n Sandvik Mining and Rock 
Technology

n Satellite Technical Services

n SLR International Corporation

n Sophie Station Suites

n Sourdough Fuel - Petro Star 
Inc.

n SRK Consulting 

n SVL Analytical

n State of Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation

n State of Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources, Division of 
Mining, Land & Water

n State of Alaska  Division of 
Geological & Geophysical Surveys

n Taiga Ventures/PacWest 
Drilling

n Techline Alaska

n The Alaska Support Industry 
Alliance

n TOTE Maritime Alaska Inc.

n Tower Hill Mines, Inc.-
Livengood Gold Project

n TTT Environmental, LLC

n Unmanned Aerial Services

n Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.

n Victaulic

n Weir Minerals North America

n Willowstick Technologies

n Wolseley Industrial Group/
Ferguson Enterprises

Thank You to Our Trade Show Vendors

PROTECTING OUR MOST 
PRECIOUS RESOURCE
Usibelli Coal Mine produces 
more than one million tons 
of coal every year, helping 
energize Interior Alaska.
 

Yet our most precious resource 
isn’t coal—it’s the people who 
mine it. We’ve worked hard to 
keep our employees safe, and 
the results are gratifying.

Employees surpassed their all-
time safety record in April 2019 
and by the end of the year, 
worked more than 1,000 days 
without a lost time accident.  
 
Our employees are committed 
to excellence in mining, and in 
practicing everyday safety—at 
work, at home and at play. 

WWW.USIBELLI.COM
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Ambler Metals is an independently operated company 
owned equally by Trilogy Metals Inc. & South32 Limited

Learn more at 
www.amblermetals.com

RESPECTING OUR PEOPLE AND OUR ENVIRONMENT

ALASKA MINERALS INC.
8121 SCHOON STREET
ANCHORAGE, AK 99518
Office: 907.522.3366
Mobile: 907.223.9452
Mike@AlaskaMineralsInc.com

CAMP SERVICES
• Full service turnkey camp rentals 
• Heavy duty Weatherport tents
• Fully equipped kitchen & dining

◦ Homestyle cooking & catering
• Wash tents with showers & laundry
• Sleeper tents with beds & heaters
• Personnel Support

◦ Camp laborers
◦ Payroll services
◦ Workers Comp Insurance
◦ Liability Insurance

• iDirect Satellite Internet & Phone
• ATV, UTV & Snowmobile Rentals

PRODUCTS SALES
• Baroid Drilling Products
• Extreme Products - Drilling 

Additives
• Heavy Duty Waxed Core 

Boxes
• Wooden Core Boxes
• Johnson PVC Pipe & Screen
• Monoflex PVC & U-Packs
• Target Silica Sand
• Manhole Covers & Protective 

Cases

Let us help plan and supply your next exploration
project from start to finish! We have nearly 40
years working in Alaska and over 50 years in the
mining industry.

BUILDING ALASKA  
ONE OUNCE AT A TIME

Commitment to Safety & Quality  |  Anchorage  |  Kenai  |  Deadhorse   |   www.conamco.com   |   907-278-6600

OIL & GAS CONSTRUCTION SERVICES | MINING CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE | POWERPLANT CONSTRUCTION | PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION | 
REMOTE VILLAGE INFRASTRUCTURE | TELECOMMUNICATIONS | DESIGN BUILD & EPC | GENERAL CONTRACTING & MANAGEMENT |  

PROFESSIONAL PLACEMENT & STAFFING

CONAM’s track record of succesful projects has proven 
that resource development can be done responsibly 
while protecting Alaska’s fragile environment. 

Our firm understanding of Alaska’s unique challenges 
and commitment to HSSE and planning have translated 
into satisfied mining clients across the state.

We get dirty so you get the pay dirt.

Same Alaska-based  
environmental experts  

bringing you the quality  
local service you expect... 

now with even more  
resources and capabilities  

to support your needs.

907-258-1558
usecology.com         nrcc.com

NRC ALASKA is now US ECOLOGY

SAMPLE ARCHIVE 
SYSTEM, INC.
• A proven concept in handling core

• Provides a more compact, cost effective, weatherproof 
method of storing

• Constructed of rugged, durable, UV-resistant black high 
density polyethylene (HDPE)

• Constructed for easy shipping

A Better Way to Handle and Store Your Samples

John C. Odden 907.434.0605 oddenco@gmail.com
Lonnie A. Kuhl 907.322.8728 lakuhl@yahoo.com

www.SampleArchiveSystem.com

ak-gravel.com  •  (907) 746-4505

• Mine Development and Infrastructure
• Earth Moving
• Liner Installation and Welding
• Roads, Dams and Bridge Construction

• Shotcrete and Slurry
• Structural Steel
• Concrete Structures and Foundations
• HDPE Piping

Our fl exibility and dedication have enabled us to 
become a top provider for the heavy civil construction 

and resource development industries.

MOVING THE EARTH
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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is seeking 
nominations for the 2020 Reclamation and Sustainable 
Mineral Development Awards, as part of its ongoing efforts 
to foster sustainable development of natural resources.

These awards, presented annually, showcase some 
of the finest examples of responsible mineral resource 
development. A number of Alaska mines and miners have 
been honored by this program in recent years. 

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public 
land located primarily in 12 Western states, including 
Alaska. 

“The BLM appreciates members of the mineral 
development community who demonstrate a strong 
commitment to environmental health, social responsibility, 
and economic security,” said Michael Nedd, BLM Deputy 
Director for Operations. “We look forward to recognizing 
such organizations and individuals for their outstanding 
work in these areas.” 

Awards are offered in the following five categories: the 
Hardrock Mineral Environmental Award, the Hardrock 
Mineral Community Outreach and Economic Security 
Award, the Hardrock Mineral Small Operator Award, the 
Hardrock Mineral Director’s Award, and the Mine Legacy 
Steward Award.

The Hardrock Mineral Environmental Award recognizes 

achievements demonstrating continuous or repeated 
efforts to successfully meet or exceed federal, state, or 
local reclamation requirements with minimal oversight.

The Hardrock Mineral Community Outreach and Economic 
Security Award recognizes the successful coordination 
of projects with local and regional stakeholders, 
including those projects that contribute to quality of life or 
demonstrate concern for the long-term health of the local 
community, while fostering a strong local economy.

The Hardrock Mineral Small Operator Award recognizes 
operators or organizations with fewer than 15 employees 
who have demonstrated continuous or repeated efforts 
to successfully meet or exceed federal, state, or local 
reclamation requirements with minimal oversight.

The Hardrock Mineral Director’s Award is presented to 
a single operator whose dedication and commitment to 
excellence has resulted in the use of a new or innovative 
design or technique that allows or enhances successful 
operations in technically challenging conditions or in critical 
environmental settings.

The Mine Legacy Steward Award recognizes partnership 
activities that assist in addressing hardrock abandoned 
mine land features across the American West. Individuals as 
well as organizations are eligible for this award.

More details are available at www.blm.gov. 

Nominations open for BLM reclamation awards

Whether you need geophysical, geological or 
exploration support services, our ideas, experience 
and northern expertise mean you’ll have the best 
thinking on your project.

Go ahead – pick our brains.

www.aurorageosciences.com  

 yellowknife • whitehorse • juneau 

      

We likeWe like
gold gold 

diggersdiggers

Supporting the Mining
Industry in Alaska

Since 1985

akbizmag.com

northlandwood.com

P INDUSTRY-LEADING CUSTOMER SERVICE       
P 24/7/365 ONLINE PARTS ORDERING 
P BROADEST PRODUCT LINE

ANCHORAGE
907.786.7500

FAIRBANKS
907.452.7251

DUTCH HARBOR
907.581.1367

JUNEAU
907.789.0181

PRUDHOE BAY
907.659.9600

WASILLA
907.352.3400

YOUR
MINING
PARTNER

SALES                   •                    PARTS                   •                    SERVICE
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Corporate Members

Not yet a member of the Alaska Miners Association? Or have not yet renewed your membership for 2019? Renew today so you don’t miss a single issue of The Alaska 
Miner or this year’s 2020 Alaska Miners Handbook and Service Directory, available only to AMA members. Call or email Jennifer Luiten, Membership and Fundraising 
Director 907-270-9232. jennifer@AlaskaMiners.org.

Please support and thank these companies that have renewed their support and corporate membership in AMA!

A & D Drilling
ACZ Laboratories Inc.
Advanced Supply Chain 

International LLC
AECOM
Ahtna Inc.
AIDEA
AIL Mining/Big R Bridge
Alaska Aggregate Products LLC
Alaska Airlines
Alaska Business
Alaska Coastal Aggregates LLC
Alaska Commercial Fishing & 

Agricultural Bank
Alaska Forest Association
Alaska Frontier Constructors Inc.
Alaska Gold Company, LLC
Alaska Industrial Hardware
Alaska Land Exploration, LLC
Alaska Policy Forum
Alaska Power & Telephone 

Company
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Alaska Resource Education
Alaska Rock Products Association
Alaska Roteq
Alaska State Chamber of 

Commerce
Alaska Trucking Association
American Exploration & Mining 

Association
American Land Rights Association
Anchorage Chamber of 

Commerce
Anchorage Sand & Gravel Inc.
Arcticom LLC, a BSNC Company
Arizona Mining Association
Aspen Hotels of Alaska
Assoc For Mineral Exploration BC
Associated General Contractors 

of Alaska
Aurora Geosciences (Alaska) Ltd.
Automatic Welding & Supply
Avidian Gold Corporation
AVTEC - Alaska Vocational 

Technical Center
Bald Mountain Air Service
Beacon Occupational Health and 

Safety Services, Inc.
Big Ray’s Alaska Inc.
Bobcat of Juneau
Boyer Towing Inc.
Brenntag Pacific
Brice Inc.
Builders Choice Modular, LLC
C & R Pipe and Steel Inc.
CalCIMA
Calista Corporation
Carlile
Chamber of Mines of Eastern BC
Chugach Alaska Corporation
City of Ketchikan
Coastal Helicopters
Coeur Alaska - Kensington Mine
Colaska

Colorado Mining Association
Columbia River Carbonates
CONAM Construction Company
ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc.
Constantine Metal Resources Ltd.
Construction Machinery Industrial 

LLC
Consumer Energy Alliance
Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (CIRI)
Craig Taylor Equipment Company
Crowley Fuels LLC
Cummins Sales & Service
Davies Public Affairs
Dawson City Chamber of 

Commerce
Delta Industrial Services Inc.
Delta Western Petroleum LLC 

(Haines)
Delta Western Petroleum LLC 

(Juneau)
Denali Industrial Supply Inc.
Donlin Gold LLC
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
DOWL
Doyon, Limited
DXP Alaska Pump & Supply
Eastern Oregon Mining 

Association
Ecological Land Services Inc.
Energy Laboratories Inc.
Equipment Source, Inc.
ERM Alaska
ESS Support Services
Everts Air Cargo
F.R. Bell & Associates, Inc.
Fairweather LLC
First Bank
First National Bank Alaska
Flanders Inc. (Electrical Services)
Frontier Supply Company
GCI Business
General Refining Corporation
Geotemps Inc.
Global Equipment Services
Gold Buyers of Alaska -dba:GBA 

Assaying & Refining
Granite Construction Company
Graphite One Inc.
Graymont
Great Northwest Inc.
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of 

Commerce
Ground Truth Americas Inc.
HDR
Hecla Greens Creek Mining 

Company
HighGold Mining Ltd
Holland America Line - Princess 

Cruises
Hyak Mining Company
Hy-Tech Drilling USA Ltd.
IBEW Local 1547
Idaho Mining Association
Imdex Limited
Industrial Pumps of Alaska

Institute of Northern Engineering
International Directional Services
International Flow
Ipop LLC
ISCO
Juneau Economic Development 

Council
Kinross - Fort Knox
Klondike Placer Miners’ 

Association
Knight Piesold & Company
Liebherr USA, Co.
Lignite Energy Council
Lupine Enterprises
Lynden
Madison Lumber & Hardware Inc.
Mascott Equipment Company
Metco Alaska LLC
MFCP/Jackovich
Millrock Resources Inc.
Montana Mining Association
Motion Industries, Inc.
NANA
National EWP
National Mining Association
Nevada Mining Association
New Mexico Mining Association
North Star Terminal & Stevedore 

Co. LLC
Northern Air Cargo
Northern ANI
Northern Industrial Training, LLC 

(Anchorage)
Northern Industrial Training, LLC 

(Palmer)
Northern Sonic Drilling and 

Consulting
Northern Star (Pogo) LLC
Northrim Bank
Northspan Drilling Ltd.
Northwest Mine Supply
Northwest Pump
Nova Minerals Limited
NovaGold Resources Inc.
NRC Alaska LLC
NWT & Nunavut Chamber of 

Mines
Orica USA Inc.
Oxford Assaying & Refining
Pace Analytical Labs
Pacific Rim Chemicals
Pathfinder Aviation, LLC
Pebble Limited Partnership
Perkins Coie LLP
Petro Marine Services
Petro Star/Sourdough Fuel
PND Engineers Inc.
PolarX Limited
Property Rights Foundation of 

America, Inc.
Prospectors & Developers 

Association of Canada
Quality Auto Parts
RAM Enterprise, Inc.
Redpath USA Corporation

Remote Made Easy (PSSA)
Remote Site Services Inc.
Resolution Minerals Ltd
Resource Development Council
RISQ Consulting
Rotak Helicopter Services
Royal Gold Inc.
Ruen Drilling Inc.
Ryan Air Inc.
Samson Tug & Barge
Sandvik Mining and Rock 

Technology
Satellite Technical Service
Sealaska Corporation
SGS North America Inc.
Shoreside Petroleum Inc.
Siemens Industry, Inc.
Sitnasuak Native Corporation
Skookum Development, Inc.
Smithco Manufacturing
Society For Mining, Metallurgy & 

Exploration
Soloy Helicopters LLC
Sophie Station Suites - 

Fountainhead Hotels
Sound Quarry Inc.
Southeast Conference
SRK Consulting
Stantec Consulting Inc.
Stinson LLP
Stoel Rives LLP
Sumitomo Metal Mining America
Sundance Mining Group
Swick Drilling North America
T & J Enterprises Inc.
Taiga Mining Company Inc.
TDX Corporation
Teck Alaska Inc. - Red Dog
Temsco Helicopters Inc.
TerraSond Ltd
The Alaska Support Industry 

Alliance
The Silver Institute
TOTE Maritime Alaska Inc.
Tower Hill Mines Inc. - Livengood 

Project
Trilogy Metals, Inc.
Tyler Rental Inc.
University Redi-Mix
Usibelli Coal Mine Inc.
Utah Mining Association
Visit Anchorage
Waste Management National 

Services
Wells Fargo Bank Alaska
Western Pacific Crane & 

Equipment
White Rock Minerals Ltd.
Wolseley Industrial Group
Women’s Mining Coalition
World Trade Center Alaska
Wyoming Mining Association
Yukon Chamber of Mines
Zonge International Inc.
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FAIRBANKS

Coldfoot

McGrath
Northway

Eagle

Doyon’s 12.5 million acres of ANCSA lands extend across Alaska’s mineral rich 
interior. Much of this is in historic mining districts and areas recognized for mineral 
potential, such as the Tintina Gold Belt and the Ambler Schist Belt. The region is 
crossed by roads and navigable rivers, providing excellent access to much of the 
region. For over 40 years, Doyon has encouraged exploration of its lands, 
generating numerous gold and base metal prospects. Doyon maintains an 
extensive data base of prospects generated through its own efforts and years of 
exploration ventures with qualified parties. Doyon encourages development to 
promote the economic and social well-being of our shareholders and future 
shareholders.

Supporting Mineral 
Exploration and Responsible
Development in Alaska’s 
Mineral Rich Interior

Contact Doyon Lands and Natural Resources: 907-459-2000
Doyon, Limited  • 1 Doyon Place, Suite 300, Fairbanks, AK 99701

www.doyon.com
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Alaska’s miners have encountered significant problems with 
our existing law on mineral tenure, Title 38 of the Alaska Land 
Act, Article 8, Mining Rights. Sen. Click Bishop’s introduction 
of Senate Bill 155, an Act relating to exploration and mining 
rights, has a good chance to resolve those in this legislative 
session.

Both placer miners and large commercial operators have 
received notices of abandoned claims arising from unclear 
statutory language regarding affidavits of labor and locator 
qualification requirements.  Some miners have spent 
thousands of dollars to resolve issues with DNR or have even 
lost their state mining claims from simply making a minor 
mistake or clerical error.

AMA has worked with DNR for over four years on these issues.

This bill is a product of hours and hours of collaboration and 
deliberation between industry and agency, and attention by 
Senator Bishop, a miner himself, to develop a solution that will 
streamline administrative processes, reduce conflicts between 
miners and reduce conflicts between miners and DNR.

SB155 will:

1. Update types of entities (LLCs, trusts and others) that can 
hold claims and provide curative mechanism for qualification 
defects.

2. Clarify that a MTRSC location establishes mineral rights 
to all land open and available within the location. This is the 

interpretation that has worked effectively for both industry and 
the state for 20 years.

3. Resolve issues with Annual Labor including:

n Putting labor affidavit requirements clearly in statute

n  Requiring DNR to first send a notice of an opportunity to 
cure clerical errors prior to sending a notice of abandonment. 
This includes notification to claim holder provision and 90 days 
in which claim holder can correct errors 

n Updateing list of examples for qualifying work and 
provides that cash payment can be made for no more than five 
years

4. Provide more certainty to improve opportunity to convert to 
state claims. 

SB155 does not impose more work to state agencies, 
including DNR, or on miners. Nor does it regulate 
environmental aspects of mining operations.

Claim holders should remain engaged in this issue by 
submitting letters in support and provide testimony when we 
prompt you. Personal stories from experience help to educate 
all Alaskans on this highly technical and critical issue. 

You can provide your thoughts by emailing the Senate 
Resources Committee staff lead Konrad Jackson at konrad.
jackson@akleg.gov and staff to the bill sponsor, Senator 
Bishop or Darwin Peterson at darwin.peterson@akleg.gov.

golder.com 

We thrive 
on challenges

New and Renewing Members

Thank you to all the AMA corporate and individual members who joined or renewed their membership to the 
association in January. You make AMA possible! 

Corporations 
AIDEA 
Alaska Aggregate 
Products LLC 

Aurora Geosciences 
(Alaska) Ltd. 

Bobcat of Juneau 
Carlile 
City of Ketchikan 
Coastal Helicopters 
Cook Inlet Region, 
Inc. (CIRI) 

Cummins Sales & 
Service 

Denali Industrial 
Supply Inc. 

Everts Air Cargo 
Fairweather LLC 
Graymont 
Hyak Mining Company 
Ipop LLC 
Madison Lumber & 
Hardware Inc.

Motion Industries, Inc. 
Northern Sonic Drilling 
and Consulting

Northern Star (Pogo) 
LLC 

Perkins Coie LLP 
Petro Star/Sourdough 
Fuel 

PND Engineers Inc. 
Remote Made Easy 
(PSSA) 

Remote Site Services 
Inc. 

Resolution Minerals 
Ltd 

Royal Gold Inc. 
Soloy Helicopters LLC 
TOTE Maritime Alaska 
Inc.

Operator
Daniel Clark
Douglas M. & 
Kathleen Clark

Carey Mills

Professional 
Trey Acteson
Carmen Arbizo
Wescott Bott
Thomas Bundtzen
Steve Denton
Chad Estes
Theodore Evertz
Doug Isaacson
Michael Jungreis
Alison Kelley
Kristopher Knauss
Richard Lessard
Bob Loeffler
Karen Matthias
Kevin Olson
David Parish
Reg Ryan
Scott Selzer
Dra. Mirian Fernndez 
de Stang & 
Johncharles Stang

Sarah Ward
Desiree Wentland

Individuals
Mark Abrams
James & Betty Adler
Charlie Allen
Trent Anderson
Zach Baer
R V Bailey
Casey Bain
Michael Barrera
Milt & Lisa Behr
Christopher Bell
Brian Benson
Frank Bergstrom
John Bernal
Jeff Boehm
Steve Borell
Robert Boyle
Bonnie Broman

Benjamin Brooks
Ronald Brooks
Robert A Brozdowski
David Butherus
Roland Butler
Thomas Byron
Richard Caulfield
Duncan Chessell
James Cloud
Jim Collord
Antwuan Cooks
Richard Coose
William (Bill) Corbus
Carolyn A Curley
Dan DeLauder
Mikahla deVries-Paris
David Dickason
Jon W Dufendach
Jim Duffield
William P Dunlevy
Mischa Ellanna
Leslie Friedlob & 
Colby Engstrom

Beau Epstein
Liam Ferguson
Eric Fjelstad
Jeff Foley
Richard Fuelling
John & Galina Galey
Emily Garcia
Cathy Giessel
Karl Gohlke
Jared Hall
Charles(Dick) & Robin 
Hammond

Scott Hartman
William (Ted) Hawley
Chuck Heath
David & Margaret 
Heatwole

John Cook & Denise 
Herzog

Vicky Hiltwein
J.R. Hoback
Penny Hobbie
Robert B Hoekzema

Susan Hoshaw
John Howe
Kurt Hulteen
Thomas & Sharon 
Irwin

Mark Isto
Gregory Johnson
Randy Johnson
William Johnson
Mary Jordan
Jason Knoles
Ray & Lee Ann Kreig
Kathryn & Thomas 
Lamal

Christine Lawley
Alan Lebedoff
Kenneth & Winona Lee
Mark Levin  PE
K Wayne Livingstone
James G & Lorna 
Lounsbury

Aurora Lyman
Icey Lyman
Spencer & Carolyn 
Lyman

E Neil MacKinnon
Wendie MacNaughton
Sally Marinucci
Ingrid Martin
Robert A Maynard
Paul A & Marie Metz
Clark R & Karen Milne
John W Miscovich
Duff W Mitchell
Nick Morgan
Yuri Morgan
Robin Mullins & Tom 
Mortensen

Tim & Jerilee 
Musgrove

Steven Nye
Ed Paradis
Tyler Payment
Michelle Pearson
Patricia Peirsol
Larry Peterson

Scott Petsel
Tom Pinder
Bill Potter
John Proffett
Ron & Nancy Ralston
Matthew Reece
Lance Roberts
Jim Robinson
Robert B Robinson
Jim Robson
Karsten Rodvik
Norman Sather
Suzanne Settle
Dominic Shallies
Lorna Shaw
Craig Smith
Chris Soloy
Sam Soloy
Scott V Spickler
Andrew Spokely
Mary P Stech
Don Stevens
Sigvald & Arlene 
Strandberg

Gary Swoffer
Jules Tileston
Bruce & Kathi Tweet
Douglas & Vicki Tweet
Terry Umatum
Janice Walker
H Keith & Barbara 
Walters

Terry Waschke
Rob Wesselman
James & Dorothy 
Wilson

Michael Wilson
Richard Worabel
Robert Wozniak
Birch & Melanie 
Yuknis

Adam & Michelle 
Zenger

Kirk & Katherine Zerkel

Arctic Trace 
® 

Submersible Heat Trace 
Freeze Protection System 
"Inside the Pipe or Vessel" 

www.arctictrace.com 
(907) 522-3004

Applications:
 Monitoring Wells
 Commercial Water Line 
 Deep Well Tracing
 Gutter & Drain
 Waste & Vent 
 Septic Tank & Sewer Outfall 

J.P. Tangen
Attorney at Law (P.C.)

P.O. Box 297    
Hansville, WA 98340

(907) 222-3985  •  Toll Free (877) 414-3985 
jpt@jptangen.com  •  www.jptangen.com

Legal Counsel - AK

Update on Mineral Tenure Bill by Click Bishop

Rainer Trucking Inc.
P.O. Box 72905 Fairbanks, AK 99707
EMAIL rainertruckinginc@yahoo.com
PHONE (907) 457-2000 FAX (907) 455-4614

Rainer Equipment Inc.
2552 Steese Hwy. Fairbanks, AK 99712
PHONE (907) 457-8109
FAX (907) 457-2014

2 to 14 Axle Combinations
Licensed & Bonded

Lowboys
Flats
Vans

Mining Salvage
and

Reclamation
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Dedicated to 
responsible 
development of 
Alaska’s resources.

11401 Olive Lane, Anchorage, Alaska  p  907-522-4664
www.alaskaearthsciences.com

Alaska Earth Sciences
Comprehensive Geologic Services

p  Geologic Consulting
p  Geologic Staffing
p  Geological Engineering
p  Reporting (including 43-101)
p  Logistics/Operation Coordination
p  Remote Site Management
p  GIS Services
p  Permitting Assistance
p  Community Engagement
p  Claims Staking
p  Claims Administration
p  Equipment Rental

Dedicated to 
responsible 
development of 
Alaska’s resources.

11401 Olive Lane, Anchorage, Alaska  p  907-522-4664
www.alaskaearthsciences.com

Alaska Earth Sciences
Comprehensive Geologic Services

p  Geologic Consulting
p  Geologic Staffing
p  Geological Engineering
p  Reporting (including 43-101)
p  Logistics/Operation Coordination
p  Remote Site Management
p  GIS Services
p  Permitting Assistance
p  Community Engagement
p  Claims Staking
p  Claims Administration
p  Equipment Rental

Dedicated to responsible 
development of Alaska’s 
resources. 

• Geologic Consulting
• Geologic Staffing
• Geologic Engineering
• Reporting (including 43-101)
• Logistics/Operation Coordination
• Remote Site Management
• GIS Services
• Permitting Assistance
• Community Engagement
• Claims Staking
• Claims Administration
• Equipment Rental

Construction

Exploration

Contract

Support 

Charter
operations@coastalhelicopters.com

907-789-5600

www.coastalhelicopters.com Coastal
Helicopters
Juneau, Alaska

Available 
statewide

MARCH 20 
Meet Alaska 2020. Annual Meeting of the Alaska Support 
Industry Alliance. “Getting Alaska Minerals to Market” 
program track. Dena’Ina Center, Anchorage, AlaskaAlliance.
com.

MARCH 30
OneALASKA Rally. 4:30-6 p.m., Fairbanks location TBD. Visit 
www.alaskaminers.org for more information.

MARCH 30-APRIL 4 
2020 Biennial AMA Conference & Trade Show. “Next 
Generation: The Future.” Carlson Center, Fairbanks, Alaska

MAY 28
Alaska Oil and Gas Association Annual Conference, Dena’ina 
Center, Anchorage. Aoga.org.

June 26
Alaska Resource Development Council, 44th Annual 
Membership Luncheon, Anchorage.
Akrdc.org

AMA Branch Meetings

 
Anchorage
Every Friday 7 a.m. at 
Peanut Farm  
(old side)

Fairbanks
Every Friday 7 a.m. at 
Westmark Hotel

Juneau
Every Friday 7 a.m. at 
Prospector Hotel

 
Haines
Every Friday 7 a.m. at 
Bamboo Room

Kenai
Every Friday 7 a.m. at 
Louie’s Restaurant

Nome
First Friday of each month 
noon at  
Polar Cafe

Alaskans
serving

Alaskans
Celebrating 40 years

Oxford is proud to be the only gold re�ner and bullion dealer 
to maintain two locations in Alaska for more than 40 years. 

We offer maximum returns on gold and silver, whether you’re 
a miner or an investor. Buying, selling, or trading – Oxford 

provides the service, value, honesty, and integrity that 
Alaskans have counted on for generations.

ANCHORAGE ■

FAIRBANKS ■

NOME ■

www.oxfordmetals.com
1.800.693.6740

ALASKA’S ONLY LOCAL REFINER

BUY : SELL : TRADE

OXFORD-AMJ_8.875x11.375_2019_1.indd   1 10/17/19   4:43 PM

1972 - 

4
Years of 

Excellence

Anchorage, AK  |  907-522-8263  |  E: Hgrey@Foundex.com
www.foundex.com

Surrey BC Canada | 604-594-8333

• Geotechnical Site Investigations
•
•
•
• Grouting, Anchoring & Piling
• 3" to 24" Water Wells
•

• Wireline Coring NQ3 to PQ3
• Wireline CPT & Vane Testing
• In-Situ Testing & Instruments
•
•
•
•

Alaska Mining Calendar
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NOME
303 Front St.
764-4367

FAIRBANKS
915 30th Ave.

Unit 111
479-4653

EAGLE RIVER
11000

Old Glenn Hwy.
Unit 103

694-7100

Changing the way business is done in Alaska

Alaska’s #1 Local Refiner

Highest payouts
with the fastest

turnaround times.
Come see the

difference!

gbarefining.com


